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To THE _ 
Gentlemen of the Societies, 


GENTLEMEN; 


HE great Pains and Diligence Yeu 
have employ'd in the Defence of 


Modeſty and Virtue, give you an 
undiſputed Title to the Addreſs of this 'Trea- 
tiſe ; tho' it is with the utmoſt Concern that 
I find myſelf under a Neceſſity of writing 
it, and that after ſo much Reforming, there 


_ * ſhould be any Thing left to ſay upon the 
Subject, beſides congratulating You upon Your 


happy Suteeſs. It is no ſmall Addition to my 
Grief to obſerve, that your Your Endeayours 
to ſuppreſs Lewdneſs, have only ſery'd to pro- 
mote it; and that this Branch of Immorality 
has grown under your Hands, as if it was prum d 
inſtead of being /oppd. But however Your ill 
Succeſs may grieve, it cannot aſtoniſh me : 


What elſe could we hope for, from Your per- 
ſecuting of poor ſtrolling Damſels > From 


Your ſtopping up thoſe Drains and Sluices 
we had to let out Lewdneſs > From 
Your demoliſhing thoſe Horn-works and 
Breaſi-works of Modeſty 2 Thoſe Ramparts 
and Ditches within Which the Virtue of our 
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Wives and Daughters lay ſo conveniently 
intrenchd > An Intrenchment ſo much the 
ſafer, by how much the Ditches were harder 
to be tilld up. Or what better could we 
expect from -Ycur Carting of Bawds, than 
that the Great Leviathan of Lechery, for 
Want of theſe Tubs to play with, ſhould, 


with one Whisk of his Tail, overſet the Ve, 


ſel of Modeſty > Which, in her beſt Trim, 


we know to be ſomewhat /eaky, and to have 


a very unſteady Helm. 
An ancient Philoſopher compares Lewd- 
neſs to a wilde, fiery, and headſtrong Colt, 
which can never be broke till he is rid into 
a Bog: And Plato on the ſame Subject, has 


| theſe words; The Gods, ſays he, have given 


1s one diſobedient and unruly Member, which, 
like a greedy and ravenous Animal that 
wants Food, grows wild and furious, till 
having imbibd the Fruit of the common 


Thirſt, he has plentifully beſprinkled and be- 


Aewed the Bottom of the IWVomb. 

And now I have mention'd the Philoſo- 
phers, I muſt beg Your Patience for a Mo- 
ment, to hear a ſhort Account of their A- 
mours : For, nothing will convince us of the 
irreſiſtible Force of Love, and the Folly of 
hoping to-ſuppreſs it, ſooner than reflecting, 
that thoſe venerable Sages, thoſe Standards 
of Morality, thoſe great Reformers of the 
World, were fo ſenſibly touch'd with this 


tender Paſſion. : 
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Socrates confeſs d, that. in his old Age, he 
felt a ſtrange tickling all over him for five 


Days, only by a Girl's touching his Shoulder. 


Aenophon made open Profeſiion of his paſ- 
ſionate Love to Clineas. | | 
Ariſtippus of Cyrene, writ a lewd Book of 


ancient Delights; he compar'd a Woman to 


Houſe or Ship, that was the better for being 
uſed : He aflerted, that there was no Crime 
in Pleaſure, but only in being a Slave to it: 
And often uſed to ſay, I enjoy Lais, but Lais 
does not enjoy me. | 
_ .Theodorus openly maintain'd, that a wiſe 
Man might, without Shame or Scandal, keep 
Company with common Harlots. 


Plato, our great Pattern for chaſte Love, 


- propoſes, as the greateſt Reward for pub- 


lick Service, that he who has perform'd a 


ſignal Exploit, ſhould not be deny d any a- 


morous Favour, He writ a Deſcription of 


the Loves of his Time, and ſeveral amo- 
rous Sonnets upon his own Minions : His 
chief Favourites were Agferus, Dio, Y- 
drug, and Agatho; but he had, for Variety, 


his Female Darling Archeanafa ; and was 


ſo noted for Wantonneſs, that A4ntifthenes 
gave him the Nick-name of Satho, i. e. //ell- 
furniſh'd. 


Polemo was proſecuted by his Wife for 


Male Venery. 7 a 
Crantor made no Secret of his Love to his 


Pupil Arceſilaus 
K 3 


Aceſilaus | 


| Boafter of his Abilities. 
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Arceſilaus made Love to Demetrius and 
Leocharus; the laſt, he ſaid, he would fain 
have open d: Beſides, he openly frequented 
the two FElean Courtezans T heodota and 
Philæta, and was himſelf enjoy d by Demo- 


chares and Pythocles : He ſuffer d the laſt, 


he ſaid, for Patience-ſake. | 
Bion was noted for debauching his own 


Scholars. 


Ariſtotle, the firſt Peripatetich, had a Son 
call'd Nichomacus, by his Concubine Herpi- 
lis : He lov'd her ſo well, that he left her in 
his Will a Talent of his Silver, and the 
Country-Houſes; that, as he ſays, the Dam» 
ſel might haye no Reaſon to complain: He 
enjoy'd, beſide the Eunuch Hermias, others 
ſay only his Concubine Py7hats, upon whom 
he writ a Hymn, call'd, The Inſide. 

Demetrius Phalerus, who had 360 Sta- 
tutes in Athens, kept Lemia for his Con- 
cubine, and at the ſame time was himſelf 
enjoy'd by Cleo: He writ a Treatiſe, call'd, 
The Lorèr, and was Nick-nam'd by the Cour- 
tezans Charito Bleſpharus, i. e, A Charmer 
of Ladies; and Lampetes, i. e. A great 


- 


Diogenes, the Cynick us d to ſay, that Wo- 
men ought to be in common, and that Mar- 
riage was nothing but a Man's getting a Wo- 


man in the Mind to be lain with: He often 


us'd Manual Venery in the Publick Market 
place, with this Saying, Oh! that I could 
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aſſuage my Hunger thus with rubbing of my 
Stomach : 3 

But what Wonder if the old A4cademicks, 
the Cyrenaicks, and Peripaticks, were ſo 
lewdly wanton, when the very Solche, who 
pride themſelves in the Conqueſt of all 
their other Paſſions, were forc'd to . ſubmit 
to this ? 

Zeno, indeed, the Founder of that Sect, 
was remarkable for his Modeſty, becauſe he 
rarely made Uſe of Boys, and took but once 
an ordinary Maid-Servant to Bed, that he 
might not be thought to hate the Sex ; yet, 

in his Commonwealth, he was for a Commu- 
nity of Women; and writ a 'Treatiſe where- 
in he regulated the Motions of getting a 


Maidenhead, and philoſophically prov'd Acti- 


on and Reaction to be equal. 

Ceryſippus and Apollodorus agree with 
Zeno in a Community of Women, and ſay, 
that a wife Man may be in Love with hand- 
ſome Boys. Ln Vos 

Erillus, a Scholar of Zeno's, was a noto- 
rious Debauchee. | 
1 need not mention the Epicureang that 
were remarkable for their Obſcenity. 


Epicurus uſed to make a Pander of his 


. own Brother; andhis Scholar, the Great Me- 
trodorus, viſited all the noted Courtezans in 


Athens, and publickly kept the famous Leon- 
 tium, his Maſter's Oyondam Miſtreſs, Yet, if 
| | "NS. vou 
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you will believe Laertius, he was every Way 
a good Man, 1 25 1 
But what ſhall we ſay of our Favourite 
Seneca, who, with all his Morals, could ne- 
ver acquire the Reputation of Chaſtity 2 He 
was indeed ſomewhat Nice in Amours, like 
the Famous Flora, who was never enjoy'd 
by any Thing leſs than a Dictator or a Con- 
ſul; for he ſcorn'd to intrigue with an 
Thing leſs than the Empreſs. | 
| Now, if thoſe Reverend School-Maſters of 
A tiquity, were ſo Looſe in the Seminals, 


mall we, of this Age, ſet up for Chaſtity 2 
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Have our Oxford Students more Command of 
their Paſſions than the Szoicks 2 Are our 
Young Templars leſs Amorous than Plato ? 
Or, is an Officer of the Army leſs Tickliſh 
in the Shoulder than Socrates ?8—o 
But I need not waſte any Rhetorick up- 
on ſo evident a 'Truth ; for plain and clear 
| Propoſition, like Windows painted, are on- 
ly the more Obſcure the more they are 
adorn'd. Ty 
TI will now ſuppoſe, that you have given 
up the Men as Incorrigible ; ſince You are 
convinc'd, by Experience, that even Matri- 
mony is not able to reclaim them. Marri- 
age, indeed, is juſt ſuch a Cure for Lewd- 
neſs, as a Surfeit is for. Gluttony ; it gives“ 
a Man's Fancy a Diſtate to the particular 
Diſh, but leaves his Palate as Luxurious as 
ever ; for this Reaſon we find ſo many 
Ny 5 mary d 
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marry'd Men, that, like Sampſon's Foxes, 
only do more Miſchicf for having their 'I ails 
tyd. But the Women You ſay, are weaker 
Veſſels, and You are reſolv'd to make them 
ſubmit ; rightly judging, if You cou'd mako 
all the Females Modeſt, it would put a con- 
ſiderable Stop to Fornication. It is great 
Pity, no doubt, ſo Fine a Proje& ſhould 
Miſcarry : And I would willingly entertain 


Hopes of ſeeing one of theſo Bridewell Con- 
verts. In the mean Time it would not be 


amis, if You chang d ſomewhat your preſent 
Method of Converſion, eſpecially in the Ar- 
ticle of Whipping. It is very poſſible, in- 


deed, that leaving a Poor Girl Penny-lefs, 


may put her in a Way of living Honeſtly, 
tho the want of Money was the only Rea- 
fon of her living otherwiſe ; and the Strip- 


ping of her Naked, may, for ought Iknow, 


contribute to Her Modeſty, and put Her in 
a State of Innocence; but ſurely, Gentle- 
amen, You muſt all know, that Flogging has 
a quite contrary Effect. This Project of pul- 
ling down Bawdy-houſes to prevent Un- 
cleanneſs, puts me in Mind of a certain O- 
ver-nice Gentleman, who cou'd never Fancy 
his Garden look'd Sweet, till he had demo- 
liſh'd a Bog-houſe that offended his Eye in one 
Corner of it; but it was not long before e- 
very Noſe in the Family was convinc d of his 
Miſtake. If Reaſon fails to Convince, let us 


_ profit by Example: 'Obſerve the Policy of a 


Modern 
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Mordern Butcher, perſecuted with a Swarm 
of Carnivorous Flies; when all his Engines 
and Fly-flaps have prov'd ineffectual to de- 
fend his Stall againſt the Greedy Aſſiduity of 

thoſe Carnal Inſects, he very Judiciouſly cuts 
off a Fragment, already blown, which ſerves 
to hang up for a Cure; and thus, by Sa- 
crifiſing a Small Part, already Tainted, and 
not worth Keeping, he wiſely ſecures the 
Safety of the Reſt, Or, let us go higher for 
Inſtruction, and take Example by the Grazier, 
who far from denying his Herd the Accuſtom'd 
Privilege of Rubbing, when their Sides are 
Stimulated with ſharp Humovrs, very In- 


duſtriouſly fixes a Stake in the Center of the 


Field, not ſo much, you may imagine, to Re- 
gale the Salacious Hides of bis Cattle, as to 
preſerve his Young Trees from Suffering by 
the Violence of their Frict.on. 

I could give You more Examples of this 
Kind, equally full of Inſtruction, but that I'm 


loth to detain You from the Peruſal of the 


following Treatiſe; and at the ſame Time 
Impaticnt to have the Honour of Subſcribing 
Myſelf 


Your Fellow Reformer, 


and Devoted Servant, 


_ Part-Porxey, 


PREFACE 


EST any inquiſitive Reader ſhould 
puzzle his Brains to find out why 
this Foundling 7s thus clandeſtinely 
" drop'd at his Door, let it ſuffice 
him, that the Midwife of Printer was 
unwilling to help bring it into the Morld, 
but upon that Condition, or a much harder, 
that of my openly Fathering it. I could make 
many other reaſonable Apologies, if requiſite : 
For, beſides my having follow'd the modeſt 
Example of ſeveral- other pious Authors, 
ſuch as that of EM Banana of the whole 
Duty of Man, Gc. who have ſtudyed ra: 
ther their Countrys Publick Good, than 
their own Private Fame: I think, I have 
alſo play d the Politick Part; for ſhould my 
Off-ipring be deſcctice, why let it fall up- 
en the Pariſh. On the other hand, if acci- 
e  fentally 
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dentally it prove pe, "tis certain I need 
be at no further Trouble. There will then 
be Parents enough ready to own the Babe, 
and take it upon themſelves. Adoption a- 
anongſt the Machiavellian Laws of the Muſes, 
is ſtrictly kept up, and every day put in 
Practice: How Jew of our now bright No- 
blemen would otherwiſe have Wit? How 
many of our preſent thriving Poets worild elſe 
want a Dinner? Tig a vulgar Error to 
imagine Men live upon their own IWiis, when 
generally it is upon ot hers Follies; a Fund 
that carries by much the beſt Intereſt, 
and is by far upon the moſt certain Secu- 
rity of any: The Exchequer has been ſhut 
2%, the Bank has fiopt Payment, South-Sea 
has been demoliſb d, but White's was necer 
known ro fail; and indeed how ſhould it, 
when almoſt every Wind blows to Dover, or 
Holyhead, ſome freſh Proprietor amply qua- 
lied with ſuficient Stock. Li 

Tam in ſome pain for the Event of this 


* 


Scheme, hoping the Wicked will find it too 


Grave, and fearing the Godly will ſcarce 


centure beyond the Title-Page : And ſhould 


they even, I know theyll objett, tis here and 


there interwoven with too Iudicrous Expreſ- 
frons, not conſidering that a dry Argument. 
has occafien for the. larding of  Gatety. to 
make it the better reliſh and go down. Be- 
fides, finding by the exatt Account tack'd to 


that moſt edifying Anti-Heidegger Diſcourſe, 


that 
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that Eighty ſix Thouſand Ofenders hace 4 
been lately puniſh'd, and that Four hundred 1 
Thouſand religious Books have been diftri- 1 
buted about Gratis (not to mention the num- 
berleſs T bree-penny Fobs daily publiſhd to 
no Ends, or Purpoſe, bit the Author's; ) I 
ſay, finding all theſe Meaſures haze been 
taken, and that Lewanieſs ftild ſ much 
prevails; I thought it highly proper to try 
this Experiment, being fully convinced that 
oppoſite Methods often take place. Own, 
Preferment-Hunter ! when ſailing on with 
the Tide avails nothing, does not tacking 
about ſteer you ſometimes into that ſiiug 

Harbour, an Employment ? Speak Hibernian 
Stallion! chen a meek fawnins Adoration 
terns to no Account, does not a pert aſſuming 
Arrogance frequently for ward, nay, gain the 
critical Minute? And ſay, Meſobin ! 
where a Purge fails, is not a Vomit an in- 
Fallible Recipe for Looſneſs ? 

Jo conclude ; when my Arguments are im- 
partially examind, I doulit not lat my Rea- 
ders will joyn with me, that as long as it is 
the Nature of Man (and Naturam expellas 
furca licet uſque recurret) 20 haze 2 Salt 
Itch in the BÞreeches, the Brimſtone 11der 
the Petticoat will be a neceflary Remedy to 
lay it; and let him be ever jo {'y in the Ap- 

IH plication, 
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_ plication, it will be ſtill found out : I bu. 
avails it then to afecit to conteal that which 
cannot be concealed, and that zhich if Car 
ried on openly and above-board, would become 
only leſs detrimental, and of conſequence more 


juſtifiable e 


Be the Succeſs of this Treatiſe as it hap- 
pens, the Good of Mankind is my only Aim; 
nor am I leſs hearty or zealous in the Pub- 
lick Welfare of my Country, than that No- 
ble © Pattern of Sincerity, who finiſhes his 
Preface with the following Paragraph. 
And now, O my G- the G-- of my Life, 
and of all my Mercies, I offer this Work to 
'Thee, to whoſe Honour it is chiefly intended ; 
that thereby I may awaken the World to juſt 
Reflections on their own Errors and Follies, 
and call on them to acknowledge thy Pro- 
vidence, to adore it, and ever to depend on it: 


he —_— 
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A 
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HERE is nothing more idle, or ſhows a 
greater Affectation of Wit, than the mo- 
dern Cuſtom of treating the moſt grave 


The preſent Subject of Whoring,. was [ 
diſpos'd, would furniſh me ſufficiently in this kind, 
and might poſſibly, if ſo handled, excite Mirth in 
thoſe who are only capable of ſuch low Impreſſions. 
But, the chief Deſign of this Treatiſe is to pro- 
mote the general Welfare and Happineſs of Mans 
kind, I hope to be excus'd, if I make no farther 
Attempts to pleaſe, than are conſiſtent with that 


Deſign. The Practice of Mhoring has of late Years, 


become ſo univerſal, and its Effects fo prejudicial 
to Mankind, that ſeveral Attempts have been 
made to put a Stop to it; and a certain Saciety of 
Worthy Gentlemen have undertaken that Affair 
with a Zeal truly commendable, tho' the Succeſs 
does but too plainly make it appear, that they 
were miſtaken in their Meaſures, and had not 
rightly conſider'd the Nature of this Evil, which 
we are all equally ſollicitous to prevent, however 


we may differ in our Opinions as to the Manner. 


And tho? the Method I intend ro propoſe, of e- 
recting Publick Stews for that purpoſe, may ſeem at 
firſt ſight ſomewhat ludicrous, I ſhall, neverthe- 


leſs, make it appear to be the only Means we have 


now left for redreſſing this Grieyance. As this 
be Sik FOE Redreſs 


Subjects with Burleſque and Ridicule. 


* 


Redreſs is the whole Scope and Deſign of this 
Treatiſe, I hope to be acquitted of my Deſign, 
When I have provd the following Propoſition 3 
That publick Whoring is neither ſo criminal in it 
ſelf, nor ſo detrimental to the Society, as private 
Whoring; and that the encouraging of publick 
W horing, by erecting Stews, will not only prevent 
moſt of the ill Conſequences of this Vice, but 
even leſſen the Quantity of Whoring in 'general, 
and reduce it to the narroweſt Bounds which it 
can poſſibly be contain'd in. But before we pro- 


cced, it is requifite that we examine what thoſe 


mitchievous Effects are which Whoring naturally 
produces, that we may the better judge whether 
or no they will be prevented by this Scheme. 
The greateſt Evil that attends this Vice, or 
could well befall Mankind, is Propagation of that 
infectious Diſeaſe, call'd the French Pox, which, in 
two Centuries, has made ſuch incredible Havock all 
over Europe. In theſe Kingdoms it fo ſeldom fails 
to attend Whoring, now-a-days miſtaken for Gal- 
lantry and Politeneſs, that a hale, robuft Conſti- 
tution is eſteem'd a Mark of Ungentility ; and a 
healthy young Fellow is look'd upon with the 
ſame View, as if he had ſpent his Life in a Cot- 
tage. Our Gentlemen of the Army, whoſe unſet- 
tled way of Life makes ic inconvenient for them 
to marry, are hereby very much weaken'd and en- 
ervated, and render'd unfit to undergo ſuch Hard- 


ſhips as are neceſlary for defending and ſupport- 


ing the Honour of their Country : And our Gen- 
try in general ſeem to diſtinguiſh themſelves by an 
ill State of Health, in all probability the Effect of 
this pernicious Diſtemper ; for the Secrecy which 
moſt People are oblig'd to in this Diſeaſe, makes 
the Cure of it often ineffectual; and tho' the In- 
tection itſelf may poſſibly be remov'd, yet for W 
0 
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of taking proper Methods, it generally leaves ſuch 


an ill Habit of Body as is not eaſily recover'd. 
*Tis to this we ſeem to owe the Riſe of that Di- 


ſtemper, the King's Evil, never known till the 
French Diſeaſe began to prevail here. But What 


makes this Miſchief the more intollerable, is, that 
the Innacent muſt ſuffer by it as well as the Guilty: 
Mlen give it to their Wives, Women to their Hus- 
bands, or perhaps their Children; they to their 
Nurſes, and the Nurſes again to other Children; fo 
that no Age, Sex, or Condition, can be intirely 
ſafe from the InteQion. | 

Another ill Effect of this Vice, is, its making Peo- 
ple profuſe, and tempting them to live beyond what 
their Circumſtances will admit of; for if once Men 
ſuffer their Minds to be led aſtray by this unruly 
Paſſion, no worldly Conſideration whatever will be 
able to ſtop it; and Wenching as it is very expen- 
five in it{clf,- without the ordinary Charges of Phy- 
ſick or Children, often leads Men into a thouſand 
other Vices to ſupport its Extravagance : Beſides, 
after the Mind has once got this extravagant 
Turn, there naturally follows a Neglect and Con- 
tempt of Buſineſs; and Whoring itſelf diſpoſes the 
Mind to ſuch a ſort of Indolence, as is quite in- 
conſiſtent with Induſtry, the main Support of any, 
eſpecially a trading, Nation | 

The murdering of Baſtard Infants is another 


Conſequence of this Vice, by much worſe than the 


Vice itſelf; and tho? the Law is juſtly ſevere in this 
Particular, as rightly judging that a Mind capable 
of diveſting itſelf fo intirely of Humanity, is not 
fit to live in a civilis'd Nation; yet there are ſo 
many ways of evading it, either by deſtroying 
the Infants before their Birth, or ſuffering them 


afterwards to die by wilful Neglect, that there ap- 


pears but little Hope of putting any Stop to this 
| B Practice, 
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practice, which, beſides the Barbarity of it, tends 


very much to diſpeople the Country. And ſince 


the Proſperity of any Country is allow'd to depend, 


in a great meaſure, on the Number of its Inhabi- 
tants, the Goverment ought, if it were poſſible, to 
prevent any Whoring at all, as it evidently hin- 
ders the Propagation of the Species: How many 
thouſand young Men in this Nation would turn 
their Thoughts towards Matrimony, if they were 
not conſtantly deſtroying that Paſſion, which is the 


only Foundation of it? And tho' moſt of them, 


ſooner or later, find the Inconvenience of this ir- 


regular Life, and think fit to confine themſetves 
to One, yet their Bodies are ſo much enervated, 


by the untimely or immoderate Increaſe of this 
Paſſion, together with the Relicks of Venereal 
Cures, that they beget a moſt wretched, feeble, 
and ſickly Offspring : We can attribute it to no- 
thing elſe but this, that ſo many of our ancient 
Families of Nobles are of late extinct. 

There is one thing more we ought to conſider 
in this Vice, and that is the Injury it does to par- 
ticular Perſons and Families; either by alineating 
the Affections of Wives from their Husbands, 
which often proves prejudicial to both, and ſome- 
times fatal to whole Families, or elſe by debauch- 


ing the Minds of young Women, to their utter 


Ruin and Deſtruction : For the Reproach they 


muſt undergo, when a Slip of this nature is diſco- 
ver d, prevents their marrying in any Degree ſuita- 
ble to their Fortune, and by degrees hardens 
them to all Senſe of Shame; and when they have 


once overcome that, the preſent View of Intereſt 


as well as Pleaſure, ſways them to continue in the 


ſatne Courſe, till at length they become common 


; Proſtitutes. 1 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the ſeveral bad Effects of Whoring; 
and it is an unhappy Thing, that a Practice ſo 
univerſal as this is, and always will be, ſhould 
be attended with ſuch-miſchievous Conſequences : 


But ſince few or none of them are the neceſſary Ef- 


fects of Whoring, conſider'd in itſelf, but only pro- 
ceed from the Abuſe, and ill Management of it, 


our Buſineſs is certainly to regulate this Affair in 
ſuch a ſort as may beſt prevent theſe Miſchiefs. 
And I muſt here beg pardon of thoſe worthy Gen- 


tlemen of the Society, if I can't conceive how the 
Diſcouragement they have given, or rather attempt- 


ed to give, to publick Whoring, could poſſibly 


have the deſir'd Effect. If this was a Vice acquired 
by Habit or Cuſtom, or depended upan Educati- 
on, as moſt other Vices, there might be ſome 
Hopes of ſuppreſling it; and then it would, no 
doubt, be commendable to attack it, without Di- 
ſtinction, in whatever Form or Diſguiſe it ſhould 
appear : But alas! this violent Love for Women 
is born and bred with us; nay, it is abſolutely 


*neceſſary to our being born at all: And however 


ſome People may pretend, that unlawful Enjoy- 
ment is contrary to the Law of Nature, this is 


certain, that Nature never fails to furniſh us large- 


ly with this Paſſion, tho' ſhe is often ſparing to 
beſtow upon us ſuch a Portion of Reaſon and Re- 


 Ac&ion as is neceſſary to curb it. 


That long Courſe of Experience which moſt of 


theſe Gentlemen have had in the World, and which 
is of ſo great Uſe in other Caſes, may probably 
_ occaſion their Miſtake in this; for Age is very lia- 
ble to forget the violence of youthful Paſſions, and, 
_ conſequently, apt to think them eaſter curb'd ; 


whereas if we conſider the true Source of Whor- 


3ng, and the ſtrong Impulſe of Nature that way, 


we ſhall find it is Thing not to be too violently 
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reſtrain'd; leſt, like a Stream diverted out of its 
proper Channel, it ſhould break in and overfiow 
their neigbouring Encloſures. 1 
Hiſtory affords us ſeveral Inſtances of this Truth; 
I ſhall mention but one, and that is of Pope S:x- 
tus the Fifth, who was ſo ſtrictly ſevere in the Ex- 
ecution of Juſtice, if ſuch Severity may be call'd 
Juſtice, and particularly, againſt Offenders of this 
kind, that he condemned a young Man to the Gal- 
lies, only for ſnatching a Kiſs of a Damſel in 
the Street: Yet natwithſtanding this his Holineſs's 
Zeal, he never attempted once to extirpate Whor- 
Ing intirely: But like a true Paſtor ſeparated the 
clean Sheep from the unclean, and confin'd all 
the Courtezans to one Quarter of the City. It is 
true, he did attempt to moderate this Vice, and 
baniſh'd as many Courtezans as he thought ex- 
ceeded the neceſſary Number; but he was ſoon 
convinc'd of the Error of his Computation, for 
Sodomy, and a thouſand other unnatural Vices 
ſprung up, which forc'd him ſoon to recall them, 
and has left us a remarkable Inſtance of the Vanity 
of ſuch Attempts. 5 | 
Let us now proceed to the Proof of our Propoſiti- 
on, in the firſt Part of which, it was aſſerted, That 
publick Whoring is neither Criminal in itſelf, nor 
ſo Detrimental to the Sociery, as private Whoring. 
Publick Whoring conſiſts in lying with a certain 
Set of Women, who have ſhook off all Pretence of 
Modeſty 3 and for ſuch a Sum of Money, more or 
leſs, profeſs themſelves always in a Readineſs to 
be enjoy'd, The Miſchief a Man does in this Caſe 
is entirely to himſelf; tor with reſpe& to the Wo. 
man, he does a laudable Action, in furniſhing her 
with the Meansof Subſiſtence, in the only, or at 


leaſt molt innocent way that ſhe is capable of pro- 


Curing 
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curing of it. The Damage he does to himſelf, is 
either with regard to his Health, or the Expence 
of Money, and may be conſider'd under the ſame 
View as Drinking, with this conſiderable Adyan- 
tage, that it reſtores us to that cool Exerciſe of 
our Reaſon which Drinking tends to deprive us of. 
Indeed was there a Probability of a Woman's A- 
mendment, of her gaining a Livelihood by ſome 
honeſter Method, there might be ſome Crime in 
encouraging her to follow ſuch a Profeſſion: But 
the Minds of Women are obſerv'd to be ſo much 
corrupted by the Loſs of Chaſtity, or rather by 
the Reproach they ſuffer upon that Loſs, that they 
{eldom or never change that Courſe of Life for the. 
better; and if they ſhould, they can never reco- 
ver that good Name, which is ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to their getting a Maintenance in any ho- 
neſt Way whatever; and that nothing but meer 
Neceſſity obliges them to continue in that Courſe, 
is plain from this, That they themſelves in Reality 
utterly abhor it: And indeed there appears no- 
thing in it ſo very alluring and bewitching eſpe- 
cially to People who have that Inclination to Lewd- 
neſs intirely extinguiſh'd, which is the only thing 
could poſſible make it ſupportablc. 

The other Branch of Whoring, viz. Private, is 
of much worſe Conſequence; and a Man's Crime 
in this Caſe, increaſes in proportion to the dif- 
ferent Degree of Miſchiet done, if you conſider 
his Crime with regard to the Society; for as to 
perſonal Guilt, Allowance opght to be made for 
the Increaſe of Temptation, which is-very conſi- 
derable in the Caſe of debauching Married Nomen; 
upon account of the Safety to the Aggreſſor, either 
with Reſpe& to his Health, ar the Charge, and, 
if that affects him, the Scandal of having a Baſtard. 
On the other hand, the Injury done, is very con- 

GOES i cabs ſiderable, 
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ſiderable, as ſuch an Action tends to corrupt a 


Womän's Mind, and deſtroys that mutual Love 
and Affection between Man and Wife, which is ſo 


neceſſary to both their Happineſs. Beſides, the 


Riſque run of a Diſcovery, which at leaſt ruins a 


Woman's Reputation, and deſtroys the Husband's 
Quiet; nay, where Virtue does. not intirely give 
way, if it warps but ever ſo little, the Conſe- 
quence is ſhockingly fatal: For tho' the good 


Man, ſuſpicious. of the Wife's Chaſtity, the Wife 


of the Gallant's Conſtancy, and the Gallant of the 


Husband's Watchfulneſs, by. being a Check upon - 


each other, may keep the Gate of Virtue ſhut; 
yet even then all Parties muſt be attended with 
a neyer-ceaſing Miſery, not to be imagin d, but 
by thoſe who fatally feel it. | | 
The Crime of debauching young Virgins will ap- 
pear much greater, if we conſider that there is 
much more Miſchief done, and the Temptation 
to do it much leflen'd by the fear of getting Chil- 
dren ; which, in moſt Circumſtances of Life does 
a Man adeal of Prejudice, and keeps at leaſt three 
Parts in four of our ſober Youth from gratifying 
this violent Paſſion. Beſides, the Methods that 
are neceſſary to be taken, beiore a Man can have 


ſuch an Action in his Power, are in themſelves 


Criminal; and it ſhows a certain Baſeneſs of 
Mind to perſuade a Woman by a Thouſand ſo- 
lemn Vows and Proteſtations, into ſuch a good 
Opinion of you, and Aſſurance of your Love to 
her, that ſhe truſts you with all that is dear and 


near to her; and this with no other View but the 


Gratification of a-preſent Paſſion, which might be 
otherwiſe vented, than at the certain Expence of 
her Ruin, and putting her under the Neceſſity of 
leading the Life of the Publick Courrezan © 


From 
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From this general Conſideration of Whoring, 


it is evident, that tho' all the ſeveral Species of 


it proceed from the ſame Cauſe, our natural Love 
and Paſhon for Women, yet they are very dit- 


ferent in their Natures, and fully as diſtin& Crimes 


as thoſe that proceed from our Love to Money, 
ſuch as Murder, Shoplifting, &c. And I hope I have 
ſaid enough to prove, that the Publick Part of it 
is by far theileaſt Criminal, and leaſt Detrimental 
to the Society; which of itſelf is a ſufficient Motive 
for the Legiſlature to confine it to that Channel. 
I ſhall now proceed farther, and ſhow, as I before 


propos d, that the encouraging of publick Whor- 


ing, will not only prevent moſt of the miſchievous 
Effects of Vice, but even leſſen the Quantity of 
Whoring in general, and reduce it to the narrow- 
eſt Bounds which it can poſſibly be contain'd in. 
When I talk'd of encouraging publick W hor- 
ing, I would be underſtood to mean, not only the 
erecting of Publick Stews, as I at firſt hinted, but 
allo the endowing them with ſuch Privileges and 
Immuaities, and at the ſame time giving ſuch Diſ- 
couragement to private Whoring, as may be moft 
effectual to turn the general Stream of Lewdneſs 
into this common Channel. {7 Wee, 


I ſhall here lay down a Plan for this Purpoſe, 


which, tho' it may well ſerve to illuſtrate this 
Point, and make good the Proof of my preſent Ar- 
gument, would doubtleſs receive infinite Improve- 
ment by coming through the Hands of a National 
Senate, whoſe Auguſt Body, being compos'd of Spi- 
rituals as well as Temporals, will, I hope, take into 
Conſideration this important Affair, which fo 
nearly concerns both. iq | 
I he. Plan | would propoſe, is this: Let a hun- 


dred or more Houſes be provided in ſome conve- 


nient Quarter of the City, and proportionably in 
eV; 1 . 
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every Country Town, ſufficient to contain two 
Thouſand Women: If a Hundred are thought 
ſufficient, let a Hundred Matrons be appointed, one 


to each Houſe, of Abilities and Experience enough 


to take upon them the Management of twenty 
Courtezans each, to ſee that they keep themſelves 
neat and decent, and entertain Gentlemen after a 
civil and obliging Manner. For the encourage- 
ment of ſuch Matrons, each Houſe muſt be al- 
low'd a certain Quantity of all ſorts of Liquor, 
Cuſtom and Exciſe free; by which Means they 
will be enabled to accommodate Gentlemen hand- 
ſomely, without that Impoſition ſo frequently met 
with in ſuch Houſes. Beſides the Hundred above- 


mention'd, there muſt be a very large Houſe ſet 


apart for an infirmary, and Proviſion made for 
two able Phyſicians, and four Surgeons at leaſt. 
Laſtly, there muſt be three Commiſſioners appoint- 
e] to ſuperintend the whole, to hear and redreſs 
Complaints, and to ſee that each Houſe punQual- 
ly obſerves the Rules and Orders as ſhall be thought 
Neceſſary for the good Government of this Com- 


munity. For the better Entertainment of all Ranks 


and Degrees of Gentlemen, we ſhall divide the 
twenty Women of each Houſe into four Claſſes, 
who for their Beauty, or other Qualifications, may 
juſtly challenge different: Prices. | | 
The firſt Claſs is to conſiſt of Eight, who may 
legally demand from each Viſitant Half a Crown. 
The ſecond Claſs to conſiſt of fix, whoſe fix'd Price 
may be a Crown, The third Claſs of four, at half 
a Guinea each. The remaining two make up the 


fourth Claſs, and are deſign'd for Perſons of the 


Arſt Rank, who can afford to Pay a Guinea for the 
Elegancy of their Taſte. To defray the Charges 


of this Eftabliſhment will requrie but a very mo- 


derate Tax: For if the firſt Claſs pays but forty 
| 77 Shillings 
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Shillings Yearly, and the reſt in Proportion, it 
will amount to above ten Thouſand Pounds a Y car, 
which will not only pay the Commiſſioners Sala- 
ries, Surgeons Cheſts, and other Contingencies, but 
likewiſe eſtabliſh a good Fund for the Mainte- 
nance of Baſtard-Orphans and ſuperannuated 
Courtezans. | | 
For the better Government of this Society, it 
will be neceſſary that the Miſtreſs have an abſolute 
Command in her own Houſe, and that no Wo- 
man be ſuffer'd to go abroad without her Leave. 
No Woman muſt be ſuffer'd to lie in within the 
Houſe,nor any young Children admitted under any 
Pretence. No Muſick or Revelling to be allow'd in 
any Room, to the Diſturbance of the reſt. No 
Gentlemen diſorderly or drunk, to be admitted 
at an unſeaſonable Hour, without the Conſent of 
the Miſtreis: And, in caſe of Violence, ſhe muſt 
be empower'd to call the Civil Aid. > 
For the Soeiety's Security in Point of Health, it 
muſt be order'd, That if any Gentleman complains 
of receiving 'an Injury, and the Woman, upon 
Search, be found tainted, without having diſco- 
ver'd it to the Miſtreſs, ſhe ſhall be ſtripp'd and 
caſhier'd. But if a Woman diſcovers her Misfor- 
tune before any Complaint is made againſt her, ſhe 
ſhall be ſent to the Infirmary, and cured at the 
publick Charge. No Woman that has been twice 
pox'd ſhall ever be re · admitted · Note, That three 
Claps ſhall be reckon'd equivalent to one Pox 
But as no Society ever fram'd a compleat Body 
of Laws at once, till unforeſeen Accidents had 
taught them Foreſight, we ſhall refer the farther 
Regulation of theſe Laws, with whatever new 
ones ſhall be thought neceſlary, to the. Wiſdom of 
The Legiſlature. e n 
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The Publick Stews being thus erected and go- 
| vern'd by good and wholeſome Laws, there re- 
mains nothing to compleat this Project, but that 
proper Meaſures be taken effeQually to diſcourage 
all other Kinds of Whoring whatſoever. And here 
it is to be hoped, that thoſe worthy Gentlemen of 
the Society who have hitherto diſtinguiſh'd their 
Zeal to ſo little Purpoſe, will now exert them- 
ſelves where they have ſo good a Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs ; for altho' a poor Itinerant Courtezan could 
not by any Means be perſuaded to ſtarve at. the In- 
ſtigation of a Reforming Conſtable, yet a little Bride- 
well Rhetorick, or the Terrors of a Tranſportati- 
on, will ſoon convince her that ſhe may live more 
comfortably and honeſtly in a Public Stem. If there 
are any ſo fooliſh as to love Rambling betrer, or 
who are not qualify'd to pleaſe Gentlemen accord- 
ing to Law, ought to be tranſported: ; for Bride- 
well as it is now manag'd, only makes them poorer, 
and conſequently lays them under a greater Ne- 
ceſlity than ever of continuing Whores. 

Let us now ſuppoſe, for Brevity ſake, that the 
Publick Stews are as much as poſlible favour'd and 
encourag'd, and thatall the other Branches of this 
Vice have the utmoſt Rigour of the Laws exerted 
againſt them. 

It now remains for me to ſhow what Benefit the 
Nation would receive thereby, and how this Pro- 
je& would prevent, or in any Dregree alleviate 
thoſe Miſchiefs which I have mention'd to be the 
neceſſary Conſequences of this Vice. As for any 
Objections that may he rais'd againſt me, either 
Chriſtian or Moral, I ſhall refer them to er Cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe. 

Firſt then, 1 ſay, the Nation would receive a ge- 
neral Benefit by baving ſuch a conſiderable Num- 
ber of | Its | moſt diſorderly Inhabitants brought to 


ure 


1 
live after a regular civilis'd Manner. There is; 
one Year with another, a certain Number of youn 
Women whoarrive gradually, Step by Step, at the 
higheſt Degree of Impudence and Lewdneſs. Theſe 
Women, beſides their Incontinence, are common- 
Iy guilty of almoſt the whole Catalogue of immo- 
ral Actions: The Reaſon is evident; They are ut- 
terly abandon'd by their Parents, and thereby re- 
duc'd to the laſt Degree of Shifting- Poverty; if their 
Lewdneſs cannot ſupply their Wants, they muſt 
have Recourſe to Methods more criminal, ſuch as 
Lying, Cheating, open Theft, &c. Not that theſe are 
the neceflary Concomitants of Lewdneſs, or have 
the leaſt Relation to it, as lewd Men of Honour can 
teſtify ; but the Treatment ſuch Women meet 
with in the World, is the Occaſion of it. 

Thoſe Females, who either by the Frigidity of 
their Conſtitutions, a lucky want of Temptation, 
or any other Cauſe, have preſerv'd their Chaſtity ; 
and the Men, in general, Chaſte or Unchaſte, are 
ſo outrageous againſt theſe Delinquents, that they 
make no Diſtin&ion : All of them are branded with 
the ſame opprobrious Title, they are all treated 
with the ſame Contempt, all equally deſpis'd; 
ſo that let let them be guilty of what Crimes 
they pleaſe, they cannot add one Jot to the Shame 
they already undergo. Having thus remor'd the 
Fear of wordly Reproach, which is juſtly eſteenrd 
the ereateſt Bulwark of Morality, it is no wonder 
if theſe Women, inſenſible of Shame, and prick'd 
on by Want, commit any Crimes, where the 
are not deter'd by the Fear of corporal Puniſh- 
ments. But the Caſe now will be quite alter'd ; 
theſe Women as ſoon as they have attain'd a com- 
petent Share of Aſſhrance, and before they are 
pinch'd with the Extreme of Poverty, will eater, 
themſelves in ſome of the abovemention d Claſſes 


of 


(14) 


of profeſs'd Courtezans ; where, inſtead of being 
neceſſarily diſhoneſt, they will have more Induce- 
ments to Honeſty than any other Profeſſion what. 
ſoever. The ſame Money defends, as well as it 
corrupts a Prime Miniſter: A Churchman takes 
SanQuary ina Gown, and whodare accuſe a Mitre 
of Simony ? Accuſe a Colonel of Injuſticey he is 
try'd by his Board of Peers, and your Informati- 
on is falſe, ſcandalous, and malicious. A Lawyer 
cheats you according to Law; and you may thank 
the Phyſician, if you live to complain of him. O- 
ver-yreaching in Trade, is prudent Dealing; and Me- 
chanick Cunning, is ſtile d Handicraft. Not ſo fares 
the poor Courtezan; if ſhe commits but one ill 
Action, if for Inſtance, ſhe ſhould circumvent a 
Gentleman of a S2»ff- Box, ſhe can hardly eſcape 
Detection; and the firſt Diſcovery ruins. her; ſhe 
is baniſh'd the Poblick Stews,mark'd out for Infamy, 
and can have no better Proſpe& than a Tranſpor- 
tation. On the other hand, the Motives to Ho- 
neſty will be as great here as any where: It is 
natural for Mankind to regard chiefly the good 
Opinion of thoſe with whom they converſe, and 

to neglect that of Strangers; now in this Commy- 
nity, Lewdneſs not being eſteem'd a Reproach, 
but rather a Commendation, they will ſet a Value 
on their good Name, and tand as much upon the 
PunQo of Honour, as the reſt of Mankind ; being 
mov'd by the ſame commendable Emulation, and 


deter'd by greater, or atleaſt more certain Puniſh- | 
ments. Beſides this Reformation in Point of Ho- 


neſty, the Publick will receive another Benefit in 
being freed from thoſe nocturnal Diſorders, Quar- 
rels, and Brawlings, which are occaſion'd by va- 
grant Punks, and the Number of private Brothels 

diſpers'd throughout the City, to the great Diſtur- 


bance of its ſober Inhabitants. 
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We have already mention'd the French Diſeaſe as 


one of the worſt Attendants upon Lewdneſs, and 


with good Reaſon; for in the Enjoyment of this 
Life, Health is the ſine qua now : And this Diſtem- 
per has one Thing in it peculiarly inveterate, as if 
it came out of Pandor's worſt Box; there is no o- 
ther Diſorder, but what at ſome Age, or in ſome 
particular Conſtitution, will abate of itſelf without 
the Application of Medicines; but this is ſuch a buſy 
reſtleſs Enemy, that unleſs reſiſted, he is never at 
a Stand, but gathers Strength every day, to the 
utter Diſquiet of the Patient. Now it is ſo evi- 
dent that the Pablick Stews, when well regulated, 
will prevent the Spreading of this Plague, that a 
prolix and tedious Proof of t would look like 
Declaiming. As this Diſeaſe has its Spring and 
Source entirely from publick Whoring, and from 


' thence creeps into private Families; ſo it likewiſe 


receives continual Supplies and Recruits thro” the 
ſame Channel: When this Source is once dry'd up, 
the Nation will naturally recover its preſtine 


Health and Vigour : And this cannot fail to hap- 


pea, if due Care be taken to keep the Stews free 
from Infection; for what young Fellow will be ſo 
induſtriouſly mad, as to take pains to run his Head 
into an Apothecary's Shop, when he may with ſo 
much Eaſe and Conveniency, and without the Fear 
of a Reforming Officer, both ſecure bis Health, and 


gratify his Fancy with ſuch a Variety of Miſtreſſts, 


*Tis true, the keeping of the Publick Stews ſo 
very fate will appear a difficult Task, at firſt 
Sight, but not ſo if we conſider the Caſe a little 
nearer. This Diſeaſe is propagated reciprocally 
from the Woman to the Man, and from the Man 
to the Woman; but the firſt is the moſt common 
for ſeveral Reaſons: We are not like Cocks or 
Town-Bulls, who have a whole Scraglio of Females 
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entirely and ſolely at their Devotion; on the con- 
trary, one induſtrious pains-taking Woman, that 
Iays herſelf out that Way, is capable of ſatisfying 
ſeveral rampant Males; inſomuch, that a ſelect 
Number of Women get a handſome Livelihood 
by being able to oblige ſuch a Number of Cuſto- 
mers. Now, if but a few of theſe Women are un- 
ſound, they can infect a great many Men; where- 
as theſe Men have neither Power nor Inclination 
to infect the like Number of Women. I ſay, In- 
clination; for a Woman, to raiſe Money for the 
Surgeon's Fee, may counterfeit Pleaſure when ſhe 
really receives Pain; nay, ſhe may even venture 
to complain of being hurt: For the Man will at- 
tribute the Pain he gives her, either to her Cha- 
ſtity, or his own Vigour; not dreaming, perhaps, 
that he moleſted a Shanter. This a Female may 
do, as being only paſſive in the Affair, but a Man 
muſt have a real Fancy and Inclination before he 
is qualitfy'd to enter upon Action: And how far 
this Fancy to Woman may be cool'd by a ſting- 
ing Gonorrhæa, I leave the experienc'd Reader to 
Judge; and whether a Man won't rather employ 
his Thoughts upon his round Diet, how to digeſt 
two at Night, and three in the Morning; what 
Conveyance to find out, when poach'd Eggs grow 
_ -Naunſeous, and how to preſerve his Linnen from 
being ſpeckled 3 with a Thouſand other Particu- 
lars that occur to a Man in this Diſtreſs : But 
theſe are ſufficient, with the Aſſiſtance of a Cordee, 
to bridle any moderate Paſſion. So that from the 
whole we may ſafely draw this Concluſion; That 
ſiace the Men are ſo guilty of tranſgreſſing in this 
Kind, the ſpreading of this Diſtemper muſt be 
owing to the Neglect of Cure in the Women. Now 
the Publick Stews will be ſo regulated, that a Wo- 
man cannot poſſibly coaceal her Misfortune long; 
he | may; 
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nay, it will be highly her Intereſt to make the firſt * 
Diſcovery ; ſo that whatever Damage the Society 
may ſuftain at firſt, when Claps are moſt current, 
it will be ſoon repair'd, and this Diftemper, 'in 
Time, entirely rooted out. But of this enongh. 
The next Thing that comes to be conker'd in 
this Vice, is the 'Expence it occaſions, and the 
Neglect of worldly Buſineſs, by employing ſo much 
of our Time and Thoughts ; for let a Man have 
ever ſo much Buſineſs, it can't ſtop the Circula- 
tion of his Blood, or prevent the Seminal Secre- 
[tion For Sleeping or Waking, the Spermaticks 
will do their Office, tho' a Man's Thoughts may 
be ſo much employ'd about other Affairs, that he 
cannot attend to every minute Titillation, a Man 
of Pleaſure, indeed, may make this copulative Sci- 
ence his whole Study; and, by Idleneſs and Lux- 
ury, may prompt Nature that Way, and ſpur up the 
Spirits to Wantonnels : But then this Conſtitution 
will be the ſooner tir'd; for the Animal Spirits 
being exhauſted by this Anticipation, his Body muſt 
be weaken'd, and his Nerves relax'd ; neither will 
his irregular effeminate Life afliſt them in recover- 
ing their Former Force. Beſides, thoſe Parts which 
more particularly ſuffer the Violence of this Exer- 
ciſe, are liable to many Accidents; and Men of 
Pleaſure, though otherwiſe pretty healthy, are of- 
ten troubled with Gleets and Weakneſles, either 
by a former Ulceration of the Proſtrates, or elſe 
ſome violent Over-ſtraining, which occaſions this 
Relaxation. Theſe Men, tis true, will talk very 
[Inſciouſly of Women; but, pretend what they 
pleaſe, they can never have that burning Defire 
which they had formerly, when their Veſſels were 
in full Vigour. The Truth is, their Luſt lies 
' chiefly in their Braip, kept alive by the Impreſſi- 
ny | on 
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on of former Ideas, which are not ſo eaſily rubb'd out 
as the Titillation which created them; and this 


Paſſion comes to be ſo diminiſh'd, that, in time, 
it changes its Reſidence from the Glans Penis to 


the Glandula Penealiss A Man of Buſineſs, on the 


contrary, or one who leads a ſober regular Life, 
will ſeldomer be attack'd by theſe wanton Fits, 
but then they will come with double 'the Violence 
for though it is a common received Opinion, that 


the longer a Man refrains, the better he is able 


to refrain, yet it is only true in one Senſe, and a- 
mounts to no more than this, That if a Man has 
been able. for ſuch and ſuch Reaſons, to curb this 
Paſſion, for Inſtance, a Month, he will, if the 
ſame Reaſons hold, and without an additional 
Temptation, be able to it a Month longer; but, 
nevertheleſs, he may have Deſires much ſtronger 
than a Man who, for want of theſe Motives to 


Abftinence, gratifies them every Day. If there 


are ſome Men of a particular Conſtitution, whoſe 
puny Deſires may be eaſily block'd up with the Aſ- 
ſi ſtance of three ſmall Buttons, or elſe endow'd with 


ſuch an extraordinary Strength of Reaſon, that 


they can maſter the moſt rampant Sallies of this 


raging Paſhon, I heartily congratulate their hap- 
Py Conqueſt, but have nothing more to with them 
at preſent, the Public Stewes not being deſign d 


for ſuch : I am here ſpeaking of thoſe Men of Bu- 
ſineſs, who, notwithſtanding their Abſtinence or 
the Regularity of their Lives, are ſometimes pre- 
vailed upon to quench theſe amorous. Heats; and 
I ſay, in ſuch Men the Paſſion is much ſtronger than 
in Men of Pleaſure, and that their Abſtinence con- 


tributes to heighten the Violence of the Deſire, and 
make it the more irreſiſtible: For the Fancy not 


being cloy'd with too frequent Enjoy ment, preſent- 
ly takes fire; and the Spermatigks, not bein 
| | weaken' 
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weaken'd with forc'd Evacuations, are in their full 
Vigour, and give the Nerves a moſt exquiſite Sen- 
ſation: So that upon the leaft toying with an al- 
luring Wench, the Blood Veſſels are ready to 
ſtart; and to uſe Orhell”s Words, The very Senſe 
aches at her. | 3 

Now what ſhall this Man do, when he has once 
taken the Refolution to make himſelf eaſy ? He 
muſt either venture upon the Publick, where, it 
is Odds, he may meet with a. Miſchance that 
will either drain his Pocket, and make him unit 
for any Buſineſs, at leaſt without Doors; or elſe 
he muſt employ both his Time and Rhetorick, and 
perhaps too his Purſe,” in deluding ſome” modeſt 
Girl, which, befides the Loſs of Time in carry- 
ing on ſuch an Intrigue, is apt to give the Head 
ſuch an amorous Turn as is. quite inconſiſtent 
with Buſineſs, and may probably lead a Man intd 
After-Expences, which at firſt he never dreamt of. 

Now, to remedy all theſe Inconveniences, the 
Publicł Stews will be always ready and open, where 
a Man may regulate his Expences according to 
His Abiticy, from Half a Crown to'a Guinea; 
and that too without endangering his Health: 
And beſides, Which is chiefly to be confider'd, if 
a Man ſhould be overtaken with ſudden Guſt of 
Lechery, it will be no Hindrance'to him even in 
the greateſt Hurry of Baſineſs, for a ready and 


willing Miftreſs will eaſe him in the Bee ; 


7 proſecute his Affairs wit 


of an Eye, and her 
more Attention than ever, 


tf ry y baving his Mind 
entirely freed and diſengag'd fro 


m thoſe trouble- 


ſome Ideas which always accompany a wanton 
Diſpoſition of the Body. Bur to proceed; ©, 
© Another ill Conſequence of Whoring, ts the 
Tendency it has to diſpeople a Nation; and that 
both by the * Baſtard Infants, and 


by 
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by ruinipg- young Men's Conſtitutions fo much, 

that, when they marry, they either beget no 

Children, or ſuch as are fickly and ſhoxt-liv'd. 

The firſt of theſe, indeed, is almoſt unavoidable, 

eſpecially in modeſt Women, who will be guilty of 

this Cruelty as long as Female Chaſtity carries that 

high Reputation along with it, which it really 
deferves ; However, in common Women, it may 

| and will be, in a great meaſure, prevented by this 

| Scheme ; for every profeſs'd Courtezan, that is 

J legally licens'd, will have an Apartment allotted 
| 


her in the Infirmary when ſhe. is ready to lie in, 
id | + and will be obliged to take care of her Child; and 
v | - by which means a conſiderable Number of Infaats 
my | will be rear'd up, that otherwiſe might probably 
1 Have periſh'd. Beſides, there are a great many or- 
bY dinary Girls, ſuch as Servant-Maids, who are 
chiefly mov'd to this Action, by the fear of loſing 
their Services, and wanting their Bread. Now 


] | this handſome Proviſion that is made for them, 

13 will be a great Inducement forſuch to enter theme 

_ ſelves in the Stews, rather than commit ſuch an 

6 | unnatural Action, eſpecially when the Diſcovery + 
Death. 


that Marriage is abſolutely neceſlary, not only for 

the regular Propagation of the Species, and their 
careful Education, but likewile for preſerving that 
Diſtinction of Rank among Mankind, which o- 
ther wiſe would be utterly loſt and confounded by 
daubtful Succeſſions. Aud it is no lels certain 
. 5 An 


and indiſputable, that all Sorts and Kinds of He- 
baucheryſ whatever are Enemies to this State, in 
ſo far as they impair the natural Vigour of 
= Conſtitution, and weaken the very Springs of 
Ove. : 1 
This neceſſary Paſſion is, indeed, of ſuch tick- 
liſb Nature, that either too much or too little of 
it is equally prejudicial, and the Afedium is ſo bard 
to hit, that we are apt to fall into one of the Ex- 
tremes. We are naturally furniſh'4 with an ex- 
traordinary Stock of Love; and by the Zargeneſs 
of the Proviſion, it looks as if Natore had made 
ſome Allowance for Wear and Tear. If young 
- Men were to live entirely chaſte and ſober, with- 
out blunting the Edge of their Paſſions, the firſt 


Tit of Love would turn their Brains Topſy-turvy, 


and we ſhould have the Nation peſter'd with 
Love -· Adventures and Feats of Chivalry : By the 
time a Peer's Son came to be Sixteen, he would be 
n danger of turning Knight-Errant, and might 
. pofibly take a Cobler's Daughter for his Dulcines ; 
and who knows but a ſprightly young Taylor might 
turn an Orlando Farioſo, and venture his Neck to 
carry off a Lady of Birth and Fortune. In ſhort, 


there are ſo many Inſtances. every day of theſe. 


- ruinous diſproportion'd Matches, notwithſtand- 
ing our preſent Intemperance,' that we-may juſt- 
. ty'coriclude, if the Nation was in a State of per- 
fect Sobriety, no Man could anſwer fot the Con- 


duct of his Children. b 


lt muſt, indeed, be confeſs'd, as Matters now 


ſtand, the Exceſs of Chaſtity is not ſo much to be 
fear d as the other Extreme of 'Lewdneſs, tho” there 
are luſtances of both; and many Fathers, now 


living, would gladly have ſeen their Sons fifty 


times in a Stew, rather than ſee them ſo unfortu- 
nately marryed. The other Extreme is equally, 
- C 2 1 8 | ar 
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or rather more dangerous, as it is more common; 


for moſt: young Men give too great à Eodſet to 
their Paſſions, and either quite deſtroy their In- 
dclination to Matrimony, or make their Conſtitu- 
tions incapable of anſwering the Ends of that 


State. | | | T8 
Io avoid therefore theſe two dangerous Ex- 
tremes we have erected the Public Stews, which e- 


very conſiderate Man muſt allow to be that Golden 
_ Mean ſo much deſir d: For, in the firſt Place, we 
avoid the Inconvenience of too ſtrict a Chaſtity. 


When a Man has gained ſome Experience by 


His Commerce in the Stews, he is able to form a 


pretty good comparative Judgment of what he 
may expect from the higheſt Gratifications of Love; 
he finds his Ideas of Beauty ' ſtrangely alter'd after 
Enjoy ment, and will not be hurry'd into an un- 


ſuitable Match by thoſe romantick chimerical No- 
tions of Love, which poſſeſs rhe Minds of unex- 


perienced Youth, and make them fancy that Love 


alone can compleat the Happineſs of a marry ed 


q 
— ” 


State. But this will be ſo readily granted, that 


l ſhan't infiſt upon it farther. -. 


s * 5 a , 


In the next Place, the Publich Stews will preyent 
the ill Effects of exceſſive; Lewdneſs, by Preſerving 


Men's Conſtitutions ſo well, that although they 
may deter Matrimony. ſome time for their ſpeci- 
al Advantage, yet they will have a ſufficient Stock 
of Deſire left to perſuade them, one time or other, 
to quit the Gaiety of a Single Life: And when they 


do marry, they will be able to anſwer all the Ends 
and Purpoſes of that State as well, and rather bet - 
ter, than if they had lived perfectly chaſte. 

This may ſeem a bold propoſition, but the Proof 


of it is nevertheleſs obvious. However, to pro- 


ceed methodically, there are three Ways Weil 


ö Nn 43. 
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( 2; ) mA volt eg 
1a you ng Men deſtroy theit natural Vigour, and 
render themſelves impotent: Firſt, By Many» 
friction, alia. Maſtuf ation. Secondly- By / too 


fre vent and immoderate Enjoyment t. And, Laſt- 


255 My contracting Venereal Diſorders, as SAIL 
Pp 


BY och. 5 bp 


The firſt lew 5 thay Boys learn, is this 
Manual Diyęrſion; and hen they have once got 
the knack « or it, dhey ſeldom quit it : till they game 
to hayg actual Commerce with Women: The Sate- 
ty, Privacy, Conbenience, and heapnels, ol this 
Gratification, are very ſtrong Mgr ives, and.chie 

perſuade young Ven to to continue the: Practiee 


O 1 8 2 v „ 291 enge r 9 4193 
If theſe Onanites © were. fo 7 an as to wait; 


the ordinary y Calls of oe Wohin; however. 
yanatural, would be no mofe prejudiciah, avhar' 

jonaged, thar Common Ce pu ation! but, inflead; 
0 this, they are eV Day cammitting Rapes up- 
on their own Bodies; and: though, they have neiz 


ther real. nc ination nor Ability. to attack a Wo- 


t; Vet they « can. attack themizlves, and, ſupplxf 
all theſe Detects, by the Agility of their Wräfts zl 
by which means f ey 19 Weaken their Genitalsgq 

tc FOG m re to this Violent Friction, that, 
they, eduently Evacuptions Without 
oy 185 the common, a ordinary, Sue! 
ation which Females afford to thole Parts, is not 
abe of. itſelf to promote this Evacyartion :; 80 hate 

they are impotent fo, all Intents and Purpaſes o 

E | J 1b no 
FILA a 190. thergfore, to, theſe ena ſeß s 
9197 5 0 b 55 Men from layingy 


vin 45 h mſelves, we mu; Hayg t 

cour 1755 e ei, which cannot fail, to- 

| Hhaye the Ns Ly Fer w 58 hof theſe private 

: har ek 2 be 1 n As to prefer this 
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boyiſh ſolitary Amufement Lore ore the actual Emy 
Dryscs of 4 fine Woman, when] they can procee 
with the. ſame Convenience; Safety, and Privacy 
in the one, as well as the other. 

Ini the next Place, Men are often weaken'd, Ang 
ſometimes contrac almoſt incurable e Gleeth by too 


frequent and immoderate Ee This, 25 
vate 


dot or never happens But in Whori 
when ſome partie lar Miſtreſs has made füch 
Impreſſion upon a Man's Fancy, that he e 
— bey 0 
hishatural Ability,” and thereby con race 
nab Weakneſs; Which is gehert by, more e 
to dre than a vifeleht Running. Now this Dan- 
ger will be pretty wel] remov'd y the Encontage- 
merit given to Publ Whoyi#p, which, as I 
ſhow" mote particularly hereafter, win divett 
Men's Minds, and türn their Thoughts very much 
from private latrigues : : And it win be readi 
granted me, that no ſuc Exteſs 7 = 6 be 1 
Piblict Sew; where a Man o 5 ov 
endral Principle of Love tô th bol Sex, 8 
beim ue 3 zer of f doceeding any farther than 
bead prompted by Na ure, and che particular Dif: — 
polition vf Fs Bod) at that time.” bs 
Ad for the third Cauſe of Impotency, tre . 
nereal Diſeaſe, we te alten prowd that 
Institution of the grew! is che beft and ſureſt Fa 
niedy againſt it; ànd ſhall only obſerve here how 
Nc. this Project tovides : ainft the various 


ſtrong 
erts himſelf in an extraordinary M 


in Effects of Lewdeſs, in Whatever Light We 


confider them. 


_ «'Tfvg/1'think, 'the firſt Part e Bro) poſition. 
wen clears, wit; That the Dat Wy, 


wilt preſerve Men's *Conftitutions ſo Wen, >, FOIA t 


they! will have a ſacffiievt, 'Stotk of cor pot 0 
tity, and con n arty Beka, le 6e 
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ſpade in; ſooner or later, to enter into the 
Marriage State. 
| fay*farther, that theſe Men, ha vipg thus pre- 
ſery'd their Conftitution, will anſwer all the In- 
ten ts and Purpoſes of that State, rather a 
than if they had lived perfectly chaſte, | 
When a Man and a Woman ſelect one another 
out of the whole Species, i it is not meerly for Pro- 
pagation 3 nay, that i 18 Zenerally the leat | in t eir 
Thou hts : : What they chiefly have in Views of to 
paſs the Remainder of their Lives happily | th 
her, to enjoy the ſoft Embraces and mutua] 1 
dearments of Love; to divide their Joys and Grie 
to ſhare their Pleaſures and Afflictions; e g 
ſhort, to make one another as happy as po flible,. Þ 
for Children, they come of Coufſe, and of Courſe 
are etfucated according to their their Parent s 
No all theſe Enjoyments dependin 955 upon mu⸗ 
tual AﬀeRion of theſe rwo, Man and Wife, When- 
ever this Affection fails, either in the Woman 
or the Man, that Marriage is unhappy» and all the 
good Ends and Deſigns of] this State entire- 
ly fruſtrated, T give the Women their Due, 
they muſt have the Preference in Point of {ens 
ſtancy; their Paſſions are not ſo eaſily rais'd, 
5 ſoddenly fix d upon any „particular Odieck 
ut when this Paſſion is oncy. rooted in Women, 
it is much ſtronger and more durable than 3 
ne be rather kee than diminiſhes, h) en 
e Perſon beloyed, Whether it is ha 
Wan receive as e Love as, they Lav: 
with, and that the | THe they. receive 19 
entirely, loſt, bur [Lakes Root again by 85 
ception; whereas what a Man n parts: with neycr 
als bim farrher, chan juſt 5 klesſure! he 981 
4 ceide 
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ceives at the time of parting with-itz, or whether 
this Difference is owing to the different Turn of 
Men's Fancies, which are-more ſuſceptible of freſh 
ene from every handſome Face they meet, 
perhaps that their Heads are ſo much em- 
F in wordly Affairs, that they only take 
ove en paſſant to get rid of a preſent Uneaſineſs, 
whereas Women make it the whole Buſineſs of 
their Lives: Whatever the Reaſon is, I fay, It 1s 
experimentally true, that a Woman has but a ve- 
ry ſlippery Hold of a Man's Affections after En- 
joyment. Let, vs ſee. therefy e which of Theſe tw 

the chaſte or the ex Rc 4 Man, will be, leaf 
able to this e of Affection, a nd conſec uently 
i Which of the two Will make the beſt 'marryet Man. 
.. The firſt, great, Cooler ofa Man s Affect ions af- 
ter Marriage, is the Diſparity: of the Match. 
When a Man has marryed entirely for Love, and 
to the apparent Detriment of his worldly Af- 
fairs; as loon, as the firſt Flaſh of it is over, he 
can't help refled ing upon the Woman as 'the 
Cauſe, and, in ſome Senſe, the Author of his 
Misfortunes: This naturally begets a Coldneſs 
and Indifference,, ;Which, by Degrees, turns to 
Diflike. Now it is theſe ſort of Marriages that 
chaſte Men are always in danger of falling into, 
as I have already prov'd neither is there any ef- 
Keg: him, og to RE by + Wag: of this Hob, and 
Jecure him a ut by giving bim ſome Ex- 
zerience in 155 gon Irs. A Fg chaſte Men 
Ot marry, for y thing 1. ſheer Love, ſo 
hey have fta mee 10 eh elves ſuch high extra- 
xpant Notions of the Raptüres they expect to 
poſſeſs in the Marl ia ng We that they are mighti- 
5 ſhocked at the Diſappoiatment. . A chafts uneX- 
tene d Man is ſtrangely ſurprized, that thoſe 
been Chatms ſhould. make ſuch a faint Time 
preſſion 
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nerally fixes his Affections on ſame other Female, 


and is ready to make Allowance for thoſe Faylts 
and Im perfections which are inſeparable from Hu- 
man Kind. This is ſo true, that Women hare 
N eta · 
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elabli hd: A Maxim, that Rakes make the beſt 


Husbands z for they are very ſenfible how diffi- 
cult it is to monopolize a Man's Affections; that 
be will have his Curioſity about thoſe Affairs ſa- 
ified one time or other: And tho' this Experience 
is uſeful before Marriage, it is very dangerous 
after erward. © 
Befides, to compleat the Ha pineſs of the Mar- 
Fiage-State, or indęed to miake it tolerably, eaſy, 
chere muſt be ſome Agreement in the Temper, 
Humour, and Diff Atfon of the two Parties con- 
| &erin'd;. If, for Inſtance, the Man can't endure 
che Sight of a Metropolis, and che Woman can't en- 
joy herſelf out of it; if the Man is (grave, feri- 
ous; and an Enem 56 x8 J all jocular 
his Wife is a pro 'd Lover 05 Mirtn and Gale. 
ty, theſe two can nevet a ree; Differences will a- 

th every Day, and Differences in Wedlock are 
as hard to teconcile as thoſe in Eons, We may 
gueſs at the Reaſpn from à parallel Inſtance. © * 

After the Revocation 05 the Edict of Naitt, 
ſeveral Proteſtant, Gentlemen wefre ſhut up in the 
Baſtite at Paris, where they livd” conſtantly tos er 
Ther for a conſidera ble Time: They made 
ſervation during their Stay there, That neee 
the leaſt Difference of Diſpute ha ppen d amon Bale 
them, it was never Feconcil's till ſome time aft ter 
their Enlargement; betauſe, ſaid they, eiche 
we were Loke- Fellows in Affickion, yet never. be- 
üng out of one another's Company, out Animoſi- 
ries were always kept up warm, for want of a 
little Abſence to cool thein. It is the ſame Cafe 
with Matrimony; and People ought to be parti- 
rk careful to 24 a NI ty {a . Ft 
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Viz. that this oss of the Pablick Stews will pres 


back 


11 


Now. this NOT Pop never enters into the 


Head of a chaſte unexperiencd Man; he. is 


infatuated with perſonal Love, that he imagines 


his Whole future happineſs depends upon the 
Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Shape, or ſuch a Compoſiti. 


on of Features; 7, when he is diſappointed in this, 


how much will it add to his Chagrin, to find 


bimſelf yoked for, Life to a Woman whoſe Tem- 


er is quite eiae fite to his own; and con ſequent - 
y whole, Satisfaction is quite inconſiſtent with 
Hig} Wei, NAY. gueſs; the Sequel; ſeparate Beds 


ate aintenance, and all the whole Train of 
Con jo al Misfortunes. In ſhort, let us conſider - 

atrimopy. under, what View we pleaſe, we Thall 
2 find 454 the experiencd Man will make the 
eſt Husband, and anſwer all the Ends of Mars, 
riage much bett than a Man Who lives perfect. 
ly chaſte to bis Wedding-Day. = 

Thus we ſee, y chis happy Regulation of th& 
Publick Sem tha that, Whorings inſtead of being an 
Enemy to Maja ſony, Will advance and promote 
the ere t as much as poſſible. 

We come now to the laſt great Point propos bond 

vent, as; much as poſſible, the debauching of 
modeſt, omen, thereby reduce: Whoring to 


the var weſt Bounds 1 in which is can paſibiy be 
conrain' 


10 iluftrate this Matter, we. muſt ſtep a little 

to conſider the Conſtitution of Females, 
whe e they are in a State af Innocence; on 

av have taken a View of the Fortification 
5 has made to preſerve their Chaſti- 
85 — ſhall. find, out the Reaſon hy it is ſo of- 
tem ſurrender'd, and be the better able co pro- 
Yee or: In ang 
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Every Woman, who is capable of Conception, 
muſt have en Parts, which” officiate | ſo framed, 
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ture defig nd wy it is eie chat 7 17 Modi 
Have a very quick Senſation, and, upon the Ap- 
plication ot the Aale Organ,” afford the Woman 
An, exquiſite Pleaſure ; for Without this extrava- 
gant Pleaſure in Fruition, the recipient Organs 
could never exert themſelves to'progibte Con- 
ception as 75 now do, in ſuch an ext aordina- 
Ty Manner: The whole Vina, as one continy'd 
Sphinfer, contracting and” embfacing the "Pay, 
while the Nymphe and adjacent Iſlands have: 'rheir 
particular Emiſſions at that exitical Mihite *either 
as.a Vehicle to lubricate the Pallage, or elſe to in- 
corporate with the Maſeuline Inject ſon: Add to 
This, that the Fullopian Tuben N dete p id, 
roper Poſture: to receive thei nating Flui 
bd convey ic, As is 1n — 6 the” Objria. : 
Now it is hard to imac Er that ſo ma many alert 
Members, which can exert "themſelves in ſuch 
a lively Manner on this Occaſion, fhiould be at 
75 other Times in a- State bf petfect Tranquili- 
3 for, beſides that Expcritnee teaches us the 
8 this handſome Diſpofition would de en- 
tirely uſeleſs, if Nature had pt provided à prior 
Titillation, to provoke Women at firſt to enter 
upon Action; and all our late Diſeoveries in Ana- 
tomy, can find out no other Uſe for the Tlitoris, 
ut to whet the Female Deſire by its fre uent 
ions; which are, doubtleſs as provoking as 
thoſe of the Penis, of which ir is a perfect Copy, 
in Miniature. 72 * 2 ft n 243111 
la ſhort, there requires no more to convince 
60 vf the Violence of the Female Deſire, when 
2 rais 
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raiſed to a proper height, but only to conſider, 
What a terrible Riſque a Woman runs to gratify 
it. Shame and Poverty are look'd upon as Trifles, 
when they come in Competition with this predo- 
minating Paſſion. But altho' it muſt be allow'd, 
that all Women are liable to their amorous De- 
ſires, yet, the Varicty of Conſtitutions will make 
a conſiderable Difference; for as in ſome Men the 
Olfactory, Auditory, or Optick Nerves, are not ſo 
brisk and lively, and endow'd with a muck quicker 
Senſation than others. Now, whether this Diffe- 
rence is owing to the Formation of the Neryes, or 
to the different Velocity of the Blood circulating 
' thro* thoſe Parts, or whether it is owing to the 
different Quantity, or perhaps Acrimony, of that 
Fluid which is ſeparated from the Blood by 
the Nymphe, and other titillating , Glands: I fay, 
from whenceſoever this Difference proceeds, ac- 
cording to the Degree of chis Senſation, we may 
venture to pronounce a Woman more or leis im 
their own Nature Chaſte. LY . 
To counterballance this violent natural Deſire, 
all young Women have ſtrong Notions, of Honor 
carefully inculcated into them from their Infancy. 
Young Girls are taught to hate a Whore, before 
they know what the Word means; and when they 
9 up, they find their worldly Intereſt intirely 
epending upon the Reputation of their Chaſtity. 
This Senſe of Honour and Intereſt, is what we may 
call artificial Chaſtity ; and it is upon this Com- 
pound of natural and artificial Chaſtity, that every 
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Woman's real a&ual Chalticy depends. | 
As for Inſtance, ſome Women are naturally more 
Chaſte, or rather, to ſpeak properly, leſs Amo-" 
rous, than others, at the fame time have very ſtrict 
Notious of Honour. Such Women are almoſt im- 
. . Pregnable, and may be compar d to Towns ſtrong- 
ly tortify' d both by Art and Nature, which, with- 
| 8 Out 


of 
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out Treachery, are ſafe from any ſudden Attacks, 
and mult be feduc'd by long and regular Sieges, 
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ſuch as few Men have the Patience or Reſolution 
to go thro? with, . . „ 

Other Women, again, have the ſame Valus for 
their Reputatioin, and ſtand as much upon the 


Puncto of Honour; but then they are naturally of 
a a very ſanguine amorous Diſpoſition. A Woman 


of this Claſs may not unjuſtly be compar'd to | 
" a Town well garriſon'd, but whoſe mutinous | 
unruly Inhabitants are ſtrongly inclin'd to revolt 
and let in the Enemy. Such Women, it's true, 
by extraordinary Care and Vigilance may ſuppreſs 
"theſe Mutinies; and Honour may for a long while 
: keep Inclination under, but they are never per- 


fectly fafe; there are certain Times and Seaſons, 


certain unguarded Hours, when Honour and Inte- 
-Teſt are lull'd aſleep. and Love has got the entire 
Aſcendant. Beſides, altho* we allow Loye and 
Honour to be pretty equal Combatants, nay even 


granting, that in a Pitsh'd Battel, when they have 


muſter d up all their Forces, Honour will have the 


Advantage, and quell Inclination; yet, in the 
. Courſe of a long Civ¹ War, it is Odds but Love one 
Time or other obtains a Victory, which is ſure 
to be deciſive : For Inclination has this unlucky 
Advantage over Honour, that, inftead of being 
.weaken'd, it grows ſtronger by Subjection; and, 


. 


Fre Camomile, the more it is preſs d down and 


ept under, the ſturdier it grows; or, like Antexs, 
it receives freſh Vigour from every Defeat, and 


riſes the Brisker the oftener it is thrown. Whereas 
Honour once routed never rallies; nay, the leaſt 
Breach in Female Reputation is irreparable; and a 


Gap in Chaſtity, like a Chaſm in a young Tree, is 
every day a Widening. Beſides, Honour and Inte- 
reſt require a long Chain of ſolid Realaning be” 
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fore. they can be ſet in Battel-Array; whereas In⸗ 
clination is preſently under Arms, the moment 
Love has pitch'd his Srandard: For, as we find 
that the leaſt; wanton Glance of a Lady's Eye 
quickly alarms a Man's Animal Spirits, and puts 
the whole Body Coporate into. an unruly Fer- 
ment; ſo, doubtleſs, the Female Imagination is at 
leaſt equally alert; and in ſuch a ſudden Scuffle be- 
twixt Love and Honour, it is Ten to One but 
the Enemy enters; for the Gate of Chaſtity like 
the Temple of Janus, always ſtands open during 
theſe Conflicts. It muſt indeed be granted, that 
if the Loſs of Honour was immediately to ſucceed 
the Loſs of Chaſtity, the Virtue of theſe Women 
would be much ſtronger than it is; but they flat- 
ter themſelves; with the Hopes of Secrecy, and 
fancy that they have fonnd out an Expedient to 
purchaſe Pleaſure without the Expence of Reputa- 
tion; by this means Honour is reconciled to In- 
clination, or at beſt made to ſtand Neuter; and 
then the Conſequence is very obvious. In ſhort, a 
wanton Woman of Honour may withſtand a great 
many Attacks, and poſſibly. defend her Chaſtity. to 
the very laſt ; but yer ſhe 1s every day in danger 
of being ſurpris d, and at beſt will make but a very. 
precarious Defence. WE 1 1 
A third Sort of Women, the very Reverſe of the 
preceding, have neither Honour nor lIucliaation; 
that is to ſay, they have neither the one nor the o- 
ther to an equal Degree with the reſt of the Sex, 
Theſe Kind of Women who put a ſlighter Value 
than ordinary upon their Characters, are generally, 
in their Circum ſtances, either above the World, or 
below it; for when a Woman has her Intereſt an 
Fortune dependiũg upon her Reputation, as all the 
middle Rank of Woman kind have, ſhe is a Wo- 
man of Honour of courſe. Intereſt, indeed, is the 

5 very 
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very Foundation bf it; and Honour and Intereſt, 
v hen they are conſider'd 'as Guardians to Chaſt?- 
ty, are ſynonimous Terms. The bare Puncto of 
Honour, when abſtracted from Intereſt, would 


11 a ſmall Rub to Women in their eager | 
Purſuit of Pleaſure: Thus we ſee the Conduct of a 
Maiden Lady, how much more Circumſpect it is 
"whilſt ber Fortune in Marriage is depending, 
than after wards, when that Point of Intereſt 
is ſecured by à Husband; for all marry'd Wo- 
men are above the World, in ſo far as they are 
out of the Reach of any Suſpicions or Surmiſes, 
or even a Probability of Incontinence ; and fince 
they are not liable to be detected by Pregnancy, 
there's no other Sort of Conviction able to pre- 
judice them, but downright ocular Demonſtration: 
Which ſeems to be the Reaſon why ſo many of them 
take ſuch Liberties, as if they were of Falſtaff's Opi» 
nion, when he ſaid, Nothingbut Eyes confute me. Female 
Honour, therefore, being fo nearly ally'd and cloſe- 
Iy annex'd to worldly Intereſt, we muſt confine 
this Claſs of Women to two Sorts : Firſt, - thoſe 
whoſe Fortunes are independent, and above being 
influencd by the Cenſure of the World; and, ſe- 
 Condly. thoſe who are ſo far below the World, that 
they cither eſcape its Cenſure, or elſe are incapa- 
ble of being Hurt by it. The firſt Sort lie under 
this Diſadvantage, that let therr natural Chaſtity 
be ever ſo great, the ſmalleſt Spark 6t Deſire is 
capable of being blown up and rais'd to a confide- 
rable Pitch; whereas, when a Woman is once ar- 
riv'd to Maturity, that Portion of Honour which 
ſhe has acquir'd, is with Difficulty preſerv'd, and 
at beſt is incapable of any improvement. The ſe- 
cond Sort are equally liable to have their Paſſions 
rais'd, however low they may be naturally, and 


1 

beſides lie under this farther Diſadvantage, that 
tho? they can't promote their Intereſt by pre- 
ſerving their Chaſtity, yet, if they have the leaſt 
Spark of Beauty, they will find their Account 
ſufficiently in parting with it. The Virtue, in- 
deed, of this Claſs of Women, ſeems chiefly to de- 
pend upon the Degree of Beauty which they ſtand 
poſſeſs d of; for if they have Charms ſufficient 
to provoke young Men to be at any tolerable 
Pains and Coſt, their Chaſtity can never hold out 
long, but muſt infallibly ſurrender. | 

The fourth and laſt Kind of Women we ſhall 
mention, are thoſe who have a very moderate 
Share of Honour, join'd to a very amorous Con- 
Riturion,- Krit © rely ge 

The Virtue of theſe Women is intirely de- 
fenceleſs; and, as ſoon as a Man has removed that 
little timerous Coyneſs, which is natural to young 
Women in their firſt Attempts, he may proceed 
with Confidence, and conclude the Breach to be 
practicable; for whatever Refiſtance he meets with 
afterwards, will only enhance the Pleaſure of Con- 
queſt Moſt Women, indeed, let them be ever 
ſo fully reſoly'd to comply, make as great a Shew 
of Reſiſtance as they can conveniently counterfeit; 
and this the Sex would paſs upon the World for a 
kind of innate Modefty ; but it is eaſily account» 
el Fe -- 3 ; 
As ſoon as Women have entertain'd any De- 
gree of Love, they make it their whole Study to 
faiſe and maintain an equal Degree of Paſſion in 
the Men; and they are very ſenſible how far the 
bare Appearance of Modeſty will prevail to ren- 
der them amiable. The Pain they ſuffer in ſmo- 
thering their Deſires, is fully recompenced by that 
ſecret Pleaſure which a Lover's eagerneſs gives them, 
becauſe they eſteem 1t EO: both of the Since> 
* D rity 
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rity and Violence of his Pafſion- A Woman bs 
not, without ſome Reaſon, afraid, leſt a Man's 
Love ſhould diminiſh after Enjoyment, and would 


gladly bribe his After-Love, 4 the great Value 


ſhe ſeems to put upon her 


| aſtity before ſhe 
makes him a Preſent of it. 


: . Beſides, not to mention the actual Pleaſure a 
Woman receives in Struggling, it is a Juſtification 
of her in the Eye of Man, and a kind of Salvo to 
her Honour and Conſcience, that ſhe never did 


fully comply, but was in a manner forced into it. 
"This is the plain natural Reaſon why moſt Women 
refuſe to ſurrender. upon Treaty, and why they 
delight ſo much in being ſtorm' d. 

Having thus taken a curſory 
in their ſeveral Claſſes, and according to their ſe- 
veral Circumſtances, we may conclude, preferring 
Truth to Complaiſance, that by far the greater 
Part of Womenkind hold their Virtue very pre- 


_.cariouſly ; and that Female Chaſtity is, in its own 


Nature, built upon a very tichliſh Foundation. 

Hudibras has ludicrouſiy plac'd the Seat of Males 
Honour, in the Poſteriors, whereby it is ſecur'd 
from any Attack in Front; but Female Honour, 
notwithſtanding the apparent Safcty of the Situa- 
tion, like a Debtar's Houſe upon the Verge of two 
Counties, is liable to attack'd both Ways; à parte 
ante, & à parte poſe. 1 | 

That the Seat of Honour in Females has this 
double Aſpect, like Janus bifrons, and conſequently 
that it is two Ways acceſſible, has already been 


taken notice of by almoſt all the Mriters upon this 


Subject; but it is worth remarking here, that Ly - 
cargus had an Eye to it when he modelled the 
Spartan Petticoat; for tho' the Warmth of the 
Climate obliged the Women to be very open in 
Part of their Dreſs, inſomuch that, if e believe 

x | 2 Plu- 


View of the Sex, 
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Plat arch in his Compariſon of Numa and Lycurgut, 
the Habit which the Maidens of Laconia wore 
came but to their Knees; and was open on both 
Sides, ſo that as they walk'd their Thighs appear- 
ed bare ; yet this wiſe Law-giver would not permit 
them to make the leaſt Aperture, either in the 
fore or hind Part of that Garment ; rightly judg- 
ing, that thoſe two ſacred Avenues to a Maid's Ho- 
nour ought to be guarded with the utmoſt Caution. 

For this ſame Reaſon the upright Poſture of the 


Body bas always been eſteem'd the moſt decent; 
and it has ever been the Mode in all Countries, 


for Ladies to curtſey inſtead of bowing: For tho 
a Female Bow might ſeem a modeſt and coy Re- 
clenſion of the Body, with regard to the Perſon ſa- 
luted, yet it would occaſion a very indecent Pro- 
jection to thoſe who ſhould happen to be behind; 
eſpecially ſmce that dangerous Faſhion of Poſtern 
Plackets has crept into the Europe an Petticoat. 
But to return to our preſent Argument, the De- 
ſign of which was to prove the following Syllogy/ms 
Te only way to preſerve Female Chaſtity, is to 
prevent the Men from lay ing Siege to it: But 
this Project of the Publick Stews is the only Way to 
prevent Mens laying Siege to it: Therefore this 
Ara is the only Way to preſerve Female Cha- 
CITY. - „ 2 
The former Propoſition is, I hope, ſuſficient- 
ly provd. It is, indeed, evident, from the bare 
Conſideration of the Nature of Females, that 
it the Men are ſuffer'd to go on, as they now 
do, in the Purſuit of Pleaſure, there is no poſ- 
ſible Way can be found out effectually, to ſes 
cure the Virtue of, any one Woman of any Rank, 
or in any Station of Life. If a Woman is handſome, 
ſhe has more Tryals to undergo; if homely, and for 
that Reaſon ſeldom * the Novelty of the 
| 2 | | T 
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Addreſs makes the greater Impreſſion : If ſhe 
| is married, it.is odds but there's a Failure at home, 
| and habitual Pleaſures are not eaſily forgone; eſpe- 
cially when they may be enjoy'd with Safety: If a 
Mlaid, her unexperienc'd Virgin Heart is capable 
| of any Impreſſion: If ſhe is rich; Eaſe and Luxury 
make the Blood run mad; and Love, if high-diet- 
I ed, is ungovernable : If poor, ſhe will be eaſier 
i | bribed, when Love and Avarice jointly muſt be | 
0 gratifie. — N 
In ſhort, to ſum up all, there is in the Paſſion of | 
Love a certain fatal Criſis, to which all Womens 
| kind are capable of being wrought up : The Diffe- 
| rence of Virtue conſiſting only in this, that it is 
very hard to work a virtuous Woman up to this 
Criſis, and requires a very unlucky Concurrence of 
Circumſtances: Whereas a Woman without a good 
Stock of Virtue, muſt have an unaccountable Se- 
ries of good Fortune if ſhe eſcapes. But, Virtuous 
or not Virtuous, when this Paſſion is once rais'd to |. 
the critical Height, it is abſolutely irreſiſtable. 
Since therefore Female Virtue cannot effeually | 
be ſecured, but by preventing the Men from lays | 
ing Siege to it, it remains for us to examine, if this 
| Prevention can be effected by any other Method 
= -- than that of erecting the Publick Srews ; and whe- || 
ther or no the Publick Stews, when erected, will | 
1 have the Ueſired Effect. 
| That young Men, in a good State of Health | 
have their Deſires towards Women much ſtronger | 

and more violent; than for the Enjoyment of 

any thing elſe in this Life, is a Truth not to be 
conteſted. And it is likewiſe as certain, thit young 
F Men will gratify theſe Deſires, unleſs the Legiſla= | 
ture can affix ſuch a Penalty to the Commiſtion of | 

| the Fact, that the Apprehenſion of the Penalty 
| may give their Minds more Uneaſineſs, than re- 
fraining from the Gratification. 
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Now there are but three Things which Men 
fear in this Life, viz. Shame, Poverty, and bodily 
Pain, and conſequently but three Sorts of Puniſh- 
ments which the Legiſlature can inflict. The firſt of 
theſe, indeed, might be omitted; for Shame is ſo 
very little in the Power of the Laws, that is hard- 
ly deſerves the Name of a Penalty. If the Pillory, 
and ſuch like infamous Puniſhments, are more ter- 
rible for the Shame that attends them, than for 
the bodily Pain, it is not becauſe ſuch a Poſture of 
a Man's Body, with his Neck through a Hole, is 
in itſelf ignominious, or that any Law can make 
it ſo; but becauſe it publiſhes to the World, 
that a Man has been proved to commit ſuch a cer- 
tain Action, in its own Nature ſcandalous, which 
he is aſham'd to have thus publickly made known. 
TE Truth is, Honour and Diſhonour being only 
the different Opinions of Mankind, as to the Good 
or Evil of any Action; and theſe Opinions in the 
ke well obſerves, from 
the natural Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of the Actions 
themſelves, cannot be alter'd or dermin'd by any 
Secular Force. And that they are entirely out-of 
the Power of the Legiſlat ure; is evident in the In- 
ſtance of Duelling ; where a Man often receives 
Honour for a Breach of the Law, nay, is forced to 
break it in Defence of his Honour. 

The utmoſt Scandal, therefore, which the Laws 
can affix to any Action, is to make a full and open 
Publication of the Fact: Now it is evident that 
this Publication cannot have a fuſficient Influence 
over Mens Minds to deter them from Wenching, 
a Reception in the Eye of the Worid, that young 
Men are not aſham'd to boaſt of it. Sd 

We muſt have recourſe then to a Fine, - or 
Corporal Puniſhment, or perhaps both. IF it 
is a Fine, it muſt be one of theſe three forts 3 
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either a certain determinate Sum for every Ot 
tence, or, to make it fall more equally, ſach a 


certain Portion of a Man's whole Subſtance, or 


elſe it muſt be ſuch a Sum as the Jury ſhall think 


ſufficient to repair the Woman's Damages. The 


firſt is impracticable, becauſe of its Inequality, with 


regard to Mens different Fortunes. The ſecond 


would puniſh none but Men of Fortune. And the 


third, in many Caſes, would be impoſſible; for Wo- 


men are often ruin'd by ſuch as have it not in their 
Power to make them amends, But granting that 
a Fine could be ſo happily contriv'd as to affect all 
Mea equally in their ſeveral Stations of Life; and 


let us ſuppoſe this Fine conſiderable enough, for ſo 


it muſt be, to deter any moderare-ſpirited Man; 
yet ſtill we lie under a manifeſt Dilemma as to the 


Point of Proof; for if the Proof is to depend upon 


the Evidence of Eye-Witneſſes, none but Fools 
will be convicted; and let a Man be ever ſo indit- 


creet, he that ſwears to rem in re muſt have good 


Eyes, and be a good Swearer withal. If, on the 0- 


ther hand, a Man is to be convicted upon the ſole 
Eyidence of the Woman, we run into greater In- 


conveniencies: For either a Woman is to be re- 
compenced for the Injury ſhe has receiv'd, or not; 
if not; there is no modeſt Woman of common 
Senſe, but will chuſe much rather to conceal her 
Weakneſs, than expoſe it in publick Court ſo much 
to her own Prejudice; and this too upon the ſole 


Motive of doing Prejudice to a Man, for whom, in 
all probability, ſhe till retains an Affection: 
So that no Man would be accus d but by ſach fort 


of Women as the Law can never intend to favour 

or countenance. d 8 i 
And if the Woman is to receive this Fine, either 

in part or the whole, by way of Reparat ion, not 


to mention its being an actual Encouragement to 


trant- 
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tranſgreſs, this Recompence would only be a Means 
to promote a Multitude of falſe Accuſations ; for 


what Man could live with fo much Circumſpecti- 
on, that a Woman might not often have an Oppor- 


tunity to accuſe him of ſuch a Fact. with very pro- 


bable Circumſtances, when there is no Opportu- 
nity of detecting the Fallacy. This Difficulty, 
indeed, is not to be got over; and the Objecti- 
on lies equally ſtrong againſt all ſorts of Corporal 
Puniſhment, Death itſelf not excepted. For if there 
are ſo many falſe Indi ments for Rapes, where a 
Woman receives no Benefit by the Proſecution ; 
where ſhe is liable to ſuch croſs Examinations, 
and where the Poſſibility of the Fact is fo much 
doubted, that a Woman is generally diſcounte- 
nanc'd, and muft hring a Number of probable con- 
current Circumſtances before ſhe can gain Credit: 
I fay, if notwithſtanding theſe Diſcouragements, 
there are ſo many malicious Proſecutions for Rapes, 
that the Benefit of the Law in general is much 
diſputed, what may we expect in the preſcnt Caſe, 
where a Woman has nothing to do but acknow- 
ledge that ſhe was over. perſuaded, and then all Dif- 
ficultics vaniſh ? Beſides, if fuch a Law was made, 
ſetting aſide that, the Remedy would be worſe 
than the Diſeaſe, it is much to be queſtion'd if ic 
prov'd any Remedy at all: For what Fine can we 
propoſe as ſufficient to deter Men, when there are 
ſo many that ſquander away their whole Fortunes 


upon this ſole Gratification ? And what Corporal 


Puniſhment, on this ſide Death, can we can find 


out equivalent to a Pox, which they every Day run 


the Riſque of ? 
But no ſuch Law, as yet, has been ſo much as 
propos d, altho' Whoring has been a very obvi- 


us Miſchief ever ſince Laws were in Being; 


V there- 
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therefore, without farther Argument, conſider- 


ing the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, that ſuch. a 
Law never has been made, ought to be a ſufficient 


| Reaſon for us to judge it practicable. 


Since the Torrent of Lewdneſs, then is too 


ſtrong to be oppoſed by open Force, let us ſee if 


we can find out an Expedient to divert it by Poli- 


cy, and prevent the Miſchief tho? we can't pre- 


vent the Crime. | | 
Moſt Authors, who have writ of Government, 


have choſe to expreſs their Sentiments by compa- 


ring the Publick Body with the Body Natural; and 
Mr, Hobbes, in his Leviathan, has carry'd the Alle- 
gory as far as it will go. To make ule of it in the 
preſent Inſtance, we may look upon Whoring as a 
Rind of Peccant Humour in the Body Politick, 


which, in order to its Diſcharge, naturally ſeizes 


upon ſuch external Members as are moſt liable to 
Infection, and at the ſame time moſt proper to 
carry off the Malignity. If this Diſcharge is pro- 
moted by Licence for Publick Stews, Which is a Kind 
of legal Evacuative, the Conſtitution will certain- 


ly be preſerv'd: Whereas, if we apply Fenal Laws, 


like violent Aſtringents, they will only drive the 
Diſeaſe back into the Blood; where, gathering 
Strength, and at laſt aſſimilating the utmoſt Viru- 
Jence, to the apparent Hazard of thoſe found 
Members, which otherwiſe might have eſcap'd 
the Contagion. As we may obſerve in a Clap, 
where Nature of her ou accord expels the noxious 
Humour thro” the ſame Paſſages by which it was at 
firſt receiv'd; but if we reſiſt Nature in this Diſ- 


charge, and repel the Venom by too haſty an Ap- 


plication of Seypticks, the Diſeaſe then turns to a 
Pox, ſeizes the Vitals, and, to uſe Solomon's Words, 
like a Dart, ſtrikes thro' the Liver. But, leaving 


Acrgiry as more proper for Rhetarick or Poe! ry, 


than 


15 
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than ſuch ſerious Debates, ſince this Project of the 
Publick Stews is the only Expedient now left for 
Preſervationof Female Chaſtity; the Queſtion is, 
Whether or no this Expedient will really anſwer 
the End propos d? | 

Io prove the Affirmative, requires no more but 
that we look into ourſelves, and examine our own 
Paſſions; for Love ever was and will be the ſame 
in all Men, and in all Ages. The firſt amorous 
Emotions that young Men feel, are violent; they 


are plagued with a Stimulation, which raiſes a ve- 


hement Deſire : The Paſſion is ſtrong, but then it 
is general; it is Luſt, not Love: And therefore 
the natural Impatience of Zuſ# will prompt them 
to take the ſpeedieſt way for preſent Gratificat:on, 
and willing Embraces of the Courtezan, before the 
doubtful and diſtant Proſpe& of enjoying a mo- . 
deſt Damſel, whoſe Coyneſs will coſt fo much 
Pains, as well as Time, to overcome ; and, when 
overcome, may probably occaſion a future Uneaſi- 


neſs, and give them more Trouble after Enjoy- 


ment than they had before. 
Beſides this, if their firſt Affect ions ſhould hap. 
pen to be engaged to a particular Object, which is 


very rare; and that this particular Object was in 


their power to compaſs, Which. is ſtill rarer, yet 
there is naturally in young Mea a certain ſecret 
Shame, which attends their firſt Sallies, and pre- 
vents their declaring a private Paſſion, *till it grows 
ſo violent, that they are forced to give it vent upon 
the Publick; and by that means, get into a regu- 
lar Method of making themſelves caſy, without 
doing their Modeſty any Violence. 

But tho? the natural Bent of Men's Minds in- 
clines them to an eaſy Purchaſe of Pleaſure in their 
firſt Amours, yet publick Whoring lies at preſent 
under ſa many Diſadvantages z the Publick Wa- 
5 11 | | "T4 
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men, for want of good Regulation, are ſo infa- 
mous in their Principles and Practice; the Places of 
reſort ſo vile, and ſcandalouſly impoſing in the 
common Expence; and lying under the Laſh of the 
Civil Power, ſo peſter'd with the mercenary offi- 
ciouſneſs of Reforming Conſtables; and which is 
worſt of all, the Plague of Claps and Poxes is ſo in- 
evitable, that Men, contrary to their Inclinations, 
are often forc'd to enter upon private Intrignes, 


either without trying the Publick, or after meet - 


ing with ſome Misfortunes in the Tryal. 
ow if we ſee daily ſo many\ young Men who 
prefer the publick Commerce under all theſe Diſ- 
advantages, what Succeſs may not we expect from 
this happy Eſtabliſhment of the Srews, when the 
young Women's Behaviour will be regulated after 
a civil decent Manner; when the Houſes of En- 
tertainment will be ſo Commodious, and the Ex- 
nce of Accommodation fo reaſonable; when the 
Rorrid dread of Claps is entirely remoy'd ; and 
when the Laws, inſtead of diſturbing ſuch Aſſem- 


blies, will be employ'd in their Protection, to give 


them the greater Countenance and Encourage- 

ment; ſurely we may hope for a thorough Re- 

formation. | i ad 
But if theſe Conſiderations ſhould not prove ful- 


ly effectual, and ſome Men ſhould be fo obſtinate 


as to perſiſt in private Whoring, notwithſtanding 
theſe Inducements to the contrary ; we muſt then 
have recourſe to the Legal Force, and drive thoſe 

who are too reſty to be led: For tho' the Laws 


can't prevent Whoring, they may yet regulate it; 
the 2 5 is not in their Power, but the Quomo do 


15. Man muſt eat, but he may be directed 


how to eat. The ſtrongeſt Curb can't ſtop an un- 
ruly Horſe, but the weakeſt will ſerve to turn 
him : And the ſmalleſt Stream is not to be ob. 

ſtructed 
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ſtructed, tho” we can change the Conrſe of the 
greateſt River. So Love, tho” ever ſo unruly and 
headſtrong in the general, changes the particular 
Object of its Paſſion with the ſmalleſt Circum- 
ſtance ; and legal Penalties are no trifling Difſua- 
fives, when the Laws don't command. Impoſſibi- 
lities. FL os | 

This Argument, indeed, of Compulſion, is in a 
manner Supernumerary, and trhown in, as it were, 
ex abundanti : For the Publick Stews under this re- 
gular Oeconomy, will have ſo much the Adyan- 
tage of private Whoring, whether we regard the 
Eaſe and Conveniency of Enjoyment, or the Beau- 
ty and Variety of Miſtreſſes, that Men's natural 
Inclinations will ſway them ſuffictently withour 
this ſuperfluous Conſtraint. If there is any fear 
of Succeſs, the Danger lies on the other Side; and 
we have ſome colour of Reaſon to apprehend, leſt 
the whole Body of Lewdneſs being turn'd upon the 
Publick, there would want a ſufficient Supply of 
young Women to recruit the Stews; which, by this 
Means, may run into a ſudden Diſ-refpute, and 


Joſe a Character that will be difficult to retrieve. 
But however plaufible this Objetion may ſeem at 
firſt Sight, we ſhall find, upon a nearer View, that 


it only ſerves to make the Excellence of this 


Scheme the more manifeſt. 


As there is conſtantly in the Nation, a certain 


Number of young Men, whoſe Paſlions are too 


ftrong to brook any Oppoſition : Our Buſineſs is 
to contrive a Method how they may be gratify'd, 
with as little Expence of Female Virtue as poſſible. 
But the Difficulty lies in adjuſting this Matter, aud 
engaging our young Men's Affections ſo exactly, 
that the Modeſty of one Woman may not be facri- 
fic'd, more than is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of the reſt, 12 
0 
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The Gallants of this Age, indeed, are not quite 
ſo ſturdy as that Rampant Roman Emperor who 
deflower'd ten Sarmatian Virgins in one Night ; 
but what we want in Conſtitution, we make up 


in the Nicety af our Palates; as a ſqueamiſh 


Stomach requires the greateſt Variety of Diſhes ; 
And ſome of our Youth are grown ſuch perfect 
Epicures in Venery, that they can reliſh nothing 
but Virgins : They deſtroy, it is true, a great deal 
of Beauty, by browſing only upon the Buds. 
But we ought not to judge of theſe Men's Abi- 
lities by the Number of Women they debauch, no 
more than we ſhould meaſure the Goodneſs of a 
certain curious Gentleman's Appetite: by his be- 
ſpeaking ſeveral Dozen of young Pigeons, when 
he only regal'd upon the Rumps : Neither is it 
intirely from a Wantapneſs of Fancy, or a luxu- 
rious Taſte of Pleaſure, that Men indulge them- 
ſelves in making this Havock, but chiefly for their 


own perſonal Safety, Young Girls are ſo giddy, 


thoughtleſs, and unexperienc'd, and withal ſo fond 


of the Sport, at their firſt ſetring out, that they 


ſeldom cſcapea Taint; anda Man is not ſafe in 


being conſtant : Nay, ſome Men are afraid of 
venturing even after themſelves. By this Means 


ſeveral likely Wamen, that might do the Publick 
ſignal Service, are in a ſhort time render'd uſe- 
leſs: And, by a modeſt Computation, we are-put 
to the Expence of as many virtuous Women in 
one Year, as might reaſonably ſerve the Nati 
n l 

No, the Publick Stews will regulate this Affair 
ſo preciſely, and with ſuch critical Exactneſs, that 
one Year with another, we ſhall not have one 


than is abſolutely neceſſary, nor one leſs than 1s 


fully ſufficient. | ber 
* When 


Woman employ'd in the Publick Service more 
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When this Project is firſt ſet on foot, the vaſt 
Choice and Variety there is at preſent of theſe 
Women, will give us Opportunity of making a 
very beautiful Collection; and will, doubtleſs, 
for ſome Time, occaſion a conſiderable Run upon 


the Publick; fo that Private Whoring, the only 
Nurſery of our Courtezans, may probably re- 


main too long negleted : For the whole Body of 


our incontinent Youth, like a ſtanding Army, be- 


ing employ'd in conſtant Action, there cannot well 
be ſpar'd a ſufficient Detachment to raiſe the ne- 
ceſſary Recruits. 3 / 

But however true this may be, we ſhall thereby 
ſuffer no Inconvenience; for if the Supplies of 


young Women, which we may rcaſonably ex- 


pe& from the Northern and Weſtern Parts of 
theſe Kingdoms, or from ſuch Places as are remote 


and out of the Influence of this Scheme: 1 ſay, 


if theſe Supplies ſhould not prove ſufficient to an- 
ſwer the greatneſs of the Demand, and that the 
Reputation of the Stews upon this Account, ſhould 
begin to flag, why then the firſt Accident that 
can befal, is a gradual Relapſe into our former 
State of Private Whoring ;, and this no farther than 
is juſt neceſſary to recruit the Stews, and thereby 
make them retrieve their former Charadter: Fer 
every Woman that is debanch'd more than is bare- 
ly neceſſary, only brings ſo much additional Cre- 
dit and Reputation to the Stews, and in ſottue mea- 
fure attones for the Loſs of her own Chaſticy, by 
being a means to preſerve that of others; ſo that 
whenever the Tide of private Lewdneſs runs too 
high, and. exceeds the juft and ordinary Bounds, 
it muſt of Courſe, by encouraging the Publick 
Stews, immediately fuffer a proportionable Ebb: 
That is to fay, it muſt be reduced again ſo low, 
that there will remain but Juſt a ſuſficient Quan- 
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tity. to ſupply the Srews ;, which is as low, as in the 
Nature ot the Thing is poſſible, | 
I might here laviſh out Encomiums, and take 
Occaſion to dwell upon thoſe many Advantages 
that will acrue to the Nation by this admirable 
Scheme ; but ſhall only take Notice of this peculiar 
Excellence, which it has above all other Schemes, 
that it neceſſarily executes itſelf. . 
But fince the Neceſſity of debauching a certain 
Numbes of young Women, is entirely owing to 
the Neceſſity of ſupplying the Publick Stews; a: 
Queſtion may very reaſonably ariſe, whether this 
Project might not be vaſtly improy'd, even to the 
total Extirpation of Private Whoring, by an Act for 
encouraging the Importation of foreign Women? This, 
I muſt confels, deſerves a ſerious Debate: For, be- 
ſides the Honour of our Females, which would 
be preſerv'd by ſuch an AR, it might bring this 
farther Advantage; That whereas moſt of our e- 
ſtated Youth ſpend a great Part of their Time and 
Fortunes in travelling Abroad, for no other End, 
as it ſeems by moſt of them, but to be inform d in. 
the French and Italian Gallantry ; they would then 
have an Opportunity of ſatisfying their Curioſity in 


foreign Amours, without ſtirring out of London. 


But | ſhall leave the Deciſion of this Matter to a- 
bler Pens, well knowing that a Truth of this Na- 
ture, which carries ſo much the Air of Novelty, 
will require much better Authority than mine to 
Warrant It. * 
Let it ſuffice for the preſent, that I have fully 
prov'd what Lat firft propos'd in this Treatiſe : 
That PublickWhorime is neither ſo criminal in itſelf, 
nor ſo detrimental to the Society, as Private Whor- 
ing; and that the encouraging ot Publick Whoring, 
by erecting Stews for that Purpoſe, will not only 
prevent moſt of the miſchiexous Pe 
; | this 
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this Vice, but even leſſen the Quantity of Whoring 
in general, and reduce it to the narroweſt Bounds 
which it can poſlibly be contain'd in. 


After what has been ſaid, it may, perhaps, ap- 
pear ſomewhat odd to talk of Religious Objecti- 
ons, as if either Chriſtianity or Morality could 
poſſibly object againſt a Scheme, which is entirely 
calculated for the Welfare and Happineis of Man- 


kind. But ſince a great many Men amongſt vs 


have entertained ſuch whimſical Notions of 
Religion, as to imagine, that in ſome Caſes, a 
Law may be unjuſt and wicked, tho” it evi- 
dently promotes the publick Good ; as if the 


right Enjoyment of this Life was inconſiſtent 


with our Happineſs in the next: I ſay, ſince 
many Men of Underſtanding have ſutier'd them- 
ſelves to be. poſſeſs'd with this miſtaken Princi- 
ple, I ſhall, as hriefly as may be, anſwer ſuch Ob- 


; jections as can, with any colour of Reaſon be offer'd, 


Firſt then, I expect to be attack'd with that old 
moral Precept, of Not doing Evil that Good may come 
of it. This may be anſwerd with another old 
Saying, <qually authentick, and more applicable to 
the prelent Purpoſe, that of rws Evils we ought to 
chuſe the leaſt. The Caſe is this: A private Member 
of a Society, may, doubtleſs, commit a Crime with 
a Deſign to promote the Good of that Society, 
which was partly the Caſe of Felten againft the 
Duke of Buckingham ; and this evil Action may 


poſſibly anſwer the Goodneſs of the Intention, but 


is univerſally condemn'd as an unwarrantable Pre- 
ſumption, and falls juſtly under the Cenſure of 
doing a certain Evil, for the Proſpect of an un- 
certain Good. But as to the Leg:/lature, there is a 
wide Difference; tor they and the y only, are en- 
. 2 N truſted 


Government ought to authorize the Commiſſion of 
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| truſted with the Welfare of the Society: ThisPublick 


Welfare is, or ought to be, the whole End and 
Scope of their Actions; and they are fully impow- 
cd to do whatever they judge conducive to that 


End. If their Intentivns come up to this, they are | 


certainly in their Conſciences acquitted: But as to 
the + orld, their Actions, that is, their Laws, are 


judg'd good or bad, juſt or unjuſt, accordingas they 


actually prove beneficial or detrimental to the 
Society in general: And therefore it is the groſſeſt 
Abſurdity, and a perfect Contradiction in Terms, 
to aſſert, That a Government may not commit Evil 
that Good may come of. it; for, if a Publick AQ, 
taken in all its Conſequences, really produces a 
greater Quantity of Good, it muſt, and ought to 
be term'd a good Act; altho' the bare Act, conſi- 
der'd in itſelf, without the conſequent Good, ſhould 
be in the higheſt Degree wicked and unjuſt. 

As for Inſtance: A Ship performing Quarantine, 
2nd known to be infected, is ſunk by a Storm; ſome 
of the Crew, half drown'd, recover the Shore; but 
the moment they land, the Government orders 
them to be ſhot to Death. This Action, in itſelf, 
is no leſs than a downright unchriſtian and inhu- 
man Murther; but ſince the Health and Safety 
of the Nation is ſecured by this ſevere Precaution, 
it is no Wonder, if we allow {the Action to be not 
only juſtifiable, but, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of Mora- 


lity, Juſt. 


Another Objection, or rather the ſame ſet in a 
ſtronger Light, is, That altho' the Welfare and 


Happineſs of the Community is, or ought to be, 
the only End of all Law and Government, yet 


ſince our ſpiritual Welfare is the Sammum Bonum 
which all Chriſtians ſhould aim at, no Chriſtian 
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the leaſt known Sin, tho? for the greateſt tempo- 


ral Advantage: |. if, 5G | A1 
To this Objection, I anſwer, That it is univer- 
ſally allow'd as one of the greateſt: Perfe&ions of 
the Chriſtian Religion, that its Precepts are cal- 
culated to promote the Happineſs of Mankind in 
this World as well as the next; if ſo, then 
it is a direct Arraignment of the Lawgiver's 
infinite Wiſdom, i. e. a Contradiction to aſlert,. 
that, in Matters of Law and: Government, the 
Publick Breach of any Goſpel Precept can poſſibly, 
be for the temporal Good of any Society whatever: 
And therefore we may with Confidence affirm, that 
no ſinful Laws can be beneficial, and vice ver/a, that 
no beneficial Laws can be ſinful. Now we have 
already given ſufficient Proof of the Benefit - the 
Publick would receive by licenſing the Stews, and 
therefore ought to conclude ſuch Licence lawful; 
but leſt the apparent Wickedneſs of the Srews;' 
mould be objected againſt this general Reaſan- 
ing; it is fit that we examine this Matter a little 
nearer. | 52 547 
Fornication is, no doubt, a direct Breach of a 
Goſpel Precept, and is therefore a Sin; but this Sin, 
barely as ſuch, concerns the Government, no more 
than the Eating of Black- puddings, equally pro- 
hibited in the ſame * Text. The Reaſon is this: 
The Sin conſiſts in a full Intention to gratify a 
Luſtful Deſire; which Intention the Legiſlature 
cannot poſſibly prevent : Penalties indeed may de- 
ter Men from gratifying their Deſires, at the Ex- 
pence of the Publick, but will rather increaſe than 
—— ͤ[ä——ä — nn rmnrten 
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eſſen the Deſi res themſelves. If it is. argued, that 
the Sin of the Intention is aggravated by being put 
in Execution, ſo mueh the better for our. Purple: ; 
for Then the Argament ſtands-thus: 

© Since the Sin of the Intention is entrely out: of 
the Legiſlature s Power, the. utmoſt they | can do, 
with segard to this Sin, is, to prevent- its 1 
aggravated by actual Commiſſionn 
But the Public Stew as we have already prov? dd, 
will prevent, as much as bonne cis Caine 
miſſion. - 
| Pherefore the. Publick Stew win Prerent a8 
much as (polkdie this Sin. = | 
| 5 


cl titers Brant I: this Objeſtions” ee Pts 
Which the Objection itſelf would be of no Force, 
1% chat the authorizing: of Publick' Stews is a Pubs | 
lick Encouragement for People:to. Mhore. 
- 'If-by! People are meant thoſe in tha Stemi, I ho pe 
itwill be thought no Crime to encourage ſuch: Peoples 
rather to contine themſelves to the Practice ot one 
Vice, thin live by rommitting a Tbouſand 3. efpe- 
cially when that one Vice-is:whatthey wanld reals 
ly: pra@iſe,: whether they ware:encourag'd ar not-. 

But if any imagine that this particular Licence 
would be a general Encouragement to theiwhole 
8 are dcertainly miſtaken. For ascto 
the Men, they are already s bad as they chm be. 
if any Thing cures them, it muſt; becSatiety Let 
them have a full ant free Leave ito take a Surfeit af 
unlawful Love, and they will, ſoon learnato 
the Chaſte Embraces of the Innocent before the 
bought. Smile of the Harlot?s loyeleſs, Joy leſs, unin- 
15> d caſual Fruition, 

*' Jr is right Obſervation, that Reſtramnt does but 
wheta Map $ Paſſions, inſtead, of curit ng ehr — 
| Exuperat mags, egreſcit jue mode ndo. En. 12. An 


A 


(53.0) 
a late ingenlous Aut hor, who audy'd Mankind, 
ſpeaking-on this SubjeR, has theſe Werds: Ta pu 
down: ick Stews, ic not only to diſperſe Farnication 


hte 01 Parts, but, (bythe: Difficulty, to excite lde and 
wanton People to this Vite. 

' It was obſer vd at Rome, that in the full Liberty 
of Divorces, there was not a ſingle Inſtance of one 
in fifty. Years: And that Cate long d for his Wife 
again as ſoon as ſhe: was in another s Poſleſſion.. + : 

The Maſter of Love ſays poſitively, Quod licer» 
ingratum eſt, quod nom licet acrins urit. And: Martial 
ſpeaking to a marry'd Rake, B. 3. Ey. 68. ns: 


Car aliena. nl ater mibiz que tua nen ylacet uxor Þ | 
NunJuid Sccurus non pores arrigere : ; | 14. 0 8012 


I prithee tell me why a Wiſe 
Thy. am'rous Fancy never warms 
What! without Danger o'thy Life, 
Cannot why Cod-piece ſtand ro Arms? 


* 


And again, B. I. Eg _ 


Nullus in AY ſuit tat a, i $angere veller 


Utoren gratis, Cavilidne, tham 11110 Sill Ty 
Dum lic nit . ſed nunc, poſit is ciftodibus; ingens . [19 
Teller eſt. ige. homa 61. LE VS 


. y 


| There's n no Man, Cecil, in the Tomn, 
Would; gi ati, have enjoy'd thy Spanſoy 
Wan thou art ſo jealous gro nn 
Lord] what a Crowd, abont the Haufe! 
You" ve lockꝰd her up, t'increaſe her doe r . 
In ſhort, you are a cunn ing Fellow, : Wan 
100 E 2 | The 


. 


0 


Rr 


„ „ Enn meg 


a — — 


3 nai Go Fs -+ ** a 


5 
4 y 
» 1 
ix 

- 
* 
* 
? 
: N 
4 7 
F 
4 
* 

0 \ 

F 


Se ECT OL... 


— — — — ů — 


— — — —a 


T.ondoners, ſays Daniel; an Act paſs d, obliging all. 


„ 

The Publict Srews will not encbura ge Men to be 
led, but they will encourage them to exerciſe their 
Lewdaeſs in a proper place, without d iſturbing the 
Peace of the Society, and with as little Detriment 
to themſelves as poſſible. And, as to the Women, 
there's not the teaft Shadow of Encouragement : 
For no modeſt Woman ever loſt her Maiden- head 
with the diſmal Proſpect of becoming a Pablick 
Courtex an And ifa Woman is not modeit, the li- 
cenſing of the Public Stews is no more an Encou- 
-ragement for her to practiſe, than the allowing a 
certain Number of Hackney-· Coaches every Sunday 
is an Encouragement for the reſt to ply; when the 
very Licence, to ſome, expreſly implies a Prohibi- 
— ß A eat 
HFlaving now ſufficiently proved the Inſtitution 
of the Publick Stews'to be à Political Good, and an- 
ſwer'd all the religious Objections againſt it; I ſhall 
conclude with obſerving, That I have the 
Authority of Italy the moſt Politick Nation in 
the World, to back me in the firſt Part of my 
Argument; and the Opinion of Holland, one of the 
ſtricteſt Reformed Churches, to vindicate me in 
the ſecond ; and that we ourſelves enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of this Inſtitution till we were depriv'd of it 


by the over-haſty Zeal of our firſt Reformers in 


the ſixteenth Century, . 


* 


The Public Stews were anciently kept in South- 


ward, if not by an expreſs Licence from the Go- 
vernment, at leaſt by an open Permiſſion; though 
we have moſt Reaſon to believe the firſt; fince they 


* 


City, and to the Biſhop of the Ses. 


; FE : 8 


paid regular Taxes both to the Lord: Mayor of the 


We do not find that they were ever moleſted 


till the 25th of Edward the Third, when, in the 
Parliament at Weminſter, at the Requeſt of the 
m- 


741 


1 
Common Whores to diſtinguiſh, themſelves, by 
wearing of Hoods ſtrip'd with divers Colours, or 
Furs, and their Gowns turn'd Inhde Out. wee 
This, indeed, was but a Trifle. to what they 
 ſuffer'd thirty Years. after by War Tyler's Re- 
bellion. 1 5 
In the fifth of Richard the Second, Wat march'd 
up from Dartmouth, with a true Spirit of Refor- 
mation, fully refolv'd to burn and deſtroy every 
thing that oppos'd him : If the Archbiſhop's Pa- 
lace at Lambeth could not eſcape, there was little 
Mercy to be expected for the Stews ; beſides 
Whoring was not the leaſt of Watr's Grievances : 
He began his Rebellion by killing a Collector of 
the Poll- Tex for being a little to brisk upon bis 
Daughter; and his Antipathy to the Srews was 
Mill encreas d, by the Lord-Mayor's ſhutting the 
City-Gates, and denying him Entrance; for lie 
could not revenge the Affront more effectually 
than by cutting off ſo large a Branch of his Lord- 
ſhip's Revenue, ts 5 9 
In ſhort, every thing concurred. to the Deſtrug&i- 
on of che Stews, and demoliſhed they were. 
This Action, however, loſt Tyler his Life; for 
Will, Wall worth, the then Lord-Mayor, was the 
very Man that ſtruck him firſt off his Horſe in 
Smithfield For which the King Knighted him, 
gave him a hundred Pounds Penſion, and added 


the Dagger to the City- Arms. ag 
{> Whiltt Whoring was in this unſettled Conditi- 
on, the Biſhop thought it a good Opportunity to 
- Ingroſs the whole Profit of licenſing Courtezans, 
which occaſion'd them freſh Trouble; for John 
Northampton, who ſucceeded Wal worth, either piqued 
at the Biſhop's invading his Right, or out of a 
real reforming - Principle, for he was a Follower of 
Wigklif,, commenced a 1 8 Perſecution, He * 
7 519 


4 n n — 5 
- "I / — 
8 - . * — 
* 


. „ — — * 29 „* 2. 


a3 
6 
1 
+I 
1 
4 
| 
' 
| 
qo 
| 
|; 
#3 
* 
» 
/ 
13 
67 
{4 
. 


3 — 
- 


——— ———_———ﬀ ̃ ̃ ⏑— 
— 


(36) 


his Spies and Conſtables in every Street, to appre- 
hend Strollers ; and ſuch Women as were neither 
hand ſome nor rich enough to bribe his Officers, 
were carried through the Streets in great Pomp, 
with their Hair ſhorn, and Trempets and Pipes 
playing before them. All this he did contrary!:to 
the expreſs Commands of the Biſhop, who had 
ſeveral Bickerings with him upon that Head. 

This great Reformer John Northampton was, from 
his troubleſome Temper, Nick nam'd Cumber- Town ; 
and.us be ſucceeded Tyler in the Work of Refor ma · 
tion, ſo he had like to have met with as bad a 
Fate: For two Years after he was found guilty 
of High-Treaſon, without making the leaſt De- 
fence; and had his Goods confiſcated, and was 
condemned to perpetual Impriſonment a hundred 
Miles from Lenden: Accordingly he was ſent to 
Tentagil Caſtle in Cornwall. 

This dreadful Cumber-Town being remev'd;] the 
Stews had leiſicre to re- ſettle themſelves under the 


Proted ion of the, Church; and enjoyed an almoſt 


uninterrupted, Tranquility jor an hundred and fifty 
Vears. 

We find, indeed, an Ad paſſed at Weſtminſter, 
in the 1rth\of Hen. the 6th, that no Keepers of 
Stews, of Whore: Houſes, in Southwark; ſhould be im- 
pannelled upon. any Jury, or keep a Tavern in 
any other Place. 

But the maſt ſenſible Blow they ever lee wh 


the Invaſi vn of the French. Pox. The Spaniardiu had 


ronght. it from the Iſlands bf Florida to Naples, 
and the Army ot Charles thelgth. when” be conquer?d 
that Kingdom. in the Year 1495, tranſmitded it 
into Fance, and from whenee it had a very quick 
Paſlage into Enyland ;'forithere\was* an Act palltd 
iq 1 the larter end of Henry {tHe 5e e for 


tiff Dos "900 cling 


(57) 


expelling out of the'Srewe all ſuch Women as as had | 


the Faculty of burning Men. [ 
However, we find they ſtill continued in gaod 1 

Repute in the Reign of Henry the 8th, and 2 t 

x conſiderable Revenue to the Biſhop of London; 

for Bucer, in one of his Books againſt Gardiner, 
taxes him with it as an heinous Crime, that he 
ſhould receive moſt of his Rents out of the Pub- 

"lick Stemi. 4 

| After this terrible Accuſation, we may eaſily f 
” ©. gneſswhat Quarter our Stews met with at the Re- | 
4 formation. But now Bucer bas got his ends; the 
Stem are deſtroy'd ; tnoſe publick Nuſances are 
demoliſh'd; 'Whoring is attack d on all hands 
without Mercy; ; And what then? Why, truly, 
by mere dint of Referming, we have reduced 
Lewdneſs to that paſs, that hardly one Batchelor 
jn the Kingdom will lye with aWoman, if he is fure 
that ſhe's not ſound; and very few modeſt Women 
will ſuffer a Man to get them with Child, unleſs 
be makes a Promiſe to marry. In ſhort, the | rbth 
is, we are at this preſent Writing. as bad as we 


can wt, 5 "nu hope have fairly own how we 
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ANSWER 
F ever a publick Temptation was publickly 
laid in the way of every Man; that is diſpos'd 
to be Vicious, this Book, which is call'd 4 

Modeſi Defence of Publick Stews, &c. is ſuch in the 

moſt palpable and flagrant degree that ever thePreſs 

was debauch'd with, The Title, in plain Engliſh, 

is AModeſt Defence of the moſt impious Immodeſty a 

Title not more abſurd and ſenſeleſs than the Sub- 

ject is obſcene and ſhameleſs. The Author ſeems to 

have aped that ſuperlative Compoſition, lately pub- 
liſn'dwith the Title of Private Vices, Publick Benefits; 
or it may be, both theſe Books may come from one 
hand, for the ſame pernicious Spirit runs alike thro? 
... 1 ated” 1156 Wh leh ie heb 
While J admir'd at his unparallel'd Impudence, 

in Dedicating it to the Gentlemen of the. Societies, I 

own, I could not help ſmiling, when a ſerious 

Friend of a mine wiſh'd ſome of our Right Reve- 

rends would Anſwer this miſchiveous Trac, call'd 

the Modeſ Defence. To confute ſuch. a Libel as 
this Paragraphically wou'd be raking in a Lay-ſtall, 

and making the Stink the more unſufferable. I 

doubt not, but the chaſte Author gf it longs for no- 

thing ſo much as an Anſwer, that it may enlarge 
the Demand for his Book, and enable him to pay 
off ſome of his Scores at the Gin Shops. But I ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf, or the World, with any other, 
than the following, which I humbly preſume, will 
he thought the fitteſt, as well as the conciſeſt An- 
er that ſuch a vile Performance delerves, Th | 
| T c Ge Gas. © 1 4 
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- ſpeedy Anſwer. | 


much Jabour'd to promote. 


: 


any #- : + an 
The Gentlemen to whom that miſ-called Aodeſt 
Defence, is inſcrib'd are certainly engaged inthe Beſt 


of Cauſes ,, and notwithſtanding all that abomi- 


nable Sneer, in that very modeſt Dedication, they 


ſeem hitherto to have proſecuted the laudable Ends 
they have in view by the beſt Means, and pureſt In- 


tentions, *Tis owing to theſe Gentlemen that ſo 
many notorious Houſes of Lewdneſs have been ſhut 
up, ſo many Advocates for it filenc'd, and that 


even our Plays are writ with much more Modeſty, 
and ated with more Decency. And if the baſhful 
Author of the Modeſt Defence, &c. will but fend 


his Name, and that of his Garret, to any of the 
Gentlemen here treated of, he may depend on a 


N 


What follows is a Summary Account of the 


Uſetulneſs and Succeſs of certain Societies, who have 


been the greateſt Inſtruments in ſupreſſing Vice in 
general, and that Sort of it in particular, which 
that graceleſs Writer of the Modeſt Defence has ſo 


« 


The Thirtieth 
C OU:N T 


1 OF THE 
1 pPROGRE s s made in the 


Cie iof "Lindon and Weſtminſter, 
VVV adjacent, 


Sri \Forteries for Promoting 
a. Reſor: mation of Manners, 


WORN) the Execution of the LAW'S 


17 "wind Prophaneneſs and ee, and other 
Chriſtian Methods. . 


HE faid SOCIETIES 8 in Putfuzitce 
of their Deſign, from the: Firſt of December 
. to the Firſtof Decimber 1724 proſecuted di- 
vers Jorts of Offenders, vi. | 


Ab and Diſorderly Practices 5. 
Keeping of Bawdy at Diforderly 7 25 
Houſes ————— | 

For? Exerciſing their Trades or Ordina- 
| [ ry Callings on the Lords Day— 


Prophane Swearing and pts — 
Prunkenneſs 


The mid Societies have alſo been AM ſting 


in Proſecuting Common Gameſters and e 
their Aſſociates ——* 2 n= 


— aa 


For Keeping Common! Gaming Honfes ö 


The: Total Number of *Perſohs proſe- - _ 
cuted by the Societies, in and near Lon- 15 
don only, for Debauchery and Prophane-C 89393 
nels, for 33 Years laſt paſt, are calcula- ( 
ted at Eighty Nine houſand Three 

| Thame Minsky Threc. | 


1 +# 


IF 


(65 
T Fimpiety and Debauchery had gone on ſpread- 


ing and increaſing among us for the laſt Thirty 
Tears, at that prodigious rate as they did for. many 


Vears before, we had aſſuredly been one of the moſt 


profligate Nations in the Chriſtian World 31 and 
that under the cleareſt Light and greateſt Advan- 
tages for the knowing and practiſing our Duty, of 
almoſt any other Nation; which muſt probably 


have reduced us to a very miſerable Condition 


long before now; but by the Bleſhog of GG D up- 
on the various Endeaàveurs of the Societies of ſeve- 
ral Sorts for promoting Religion, and Reformation 
of Manners, a wonderful Check hath been given to 
the Prevalency of the moſt, ſeandalous Vices, and 
in many Inſtances, a viſible! Reformation has 
enſued; fr: KN IF 4 07 160-5 «4 | 

Tu © Reaſonableneis of unit ing in- Societies, , for 


the more effectual carrying on a Work of this Na- 


ture, need not be father prov'd, after What has 


been ſaid with ſo much Advantage upon that Sub- 
ʒject in thennual Reformation Ser muns; as allo by the 


Excellent Author of: the Mh Dary of Aan, w ho, 
in his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſti- 
an Piety, hathehis remarkable Paſſage: The Scandal, 
faith he, bronght upon Neligion, as it war not contradtud 


by The Frregulurities of One or Twa Perſons but by affa- 


Go 


ciated: and common Crimes; ſo neither will it he ve 
moved by a fem ſingle and private Re for mations. There 
muſt be Combinations and pichlirſh Confetteracies in Nir- 
tue, to ballance and counter poiſe thiſe vf Fite, or »ſhe 
will never recover that lonaur which \ſhe af ed by 
the ẽ,ul Pisty ef her Prifeſſors. 01 


+ TmanxSihe to So, many ſuch Combinations 


and»publitk- Jonfederucies arenow in being, ho 
make it a great Fart / of their Buſineſs to oppoſt 
aſlociutad as wvoll as particular Offonders. 
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' Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And the great 
Good, which, by Go p's Blefling, has been done 


(6) 


Tus Societies for Reformation of Manners are em ĩ- 
nently of that Number: And theUlſefulneſs of ſuch 


Confederacies is viſible fromwhat has been actually 


brought about by Means of the ſaid Societies, be- 
yond what could have been hoped for from any pri- 
vate Endeavours. Multitudes for about 30 Tears laſt 
paſt have been proſecuted and puniſned according 
to Laws, for lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-Houſes, and other diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſnut up, and the 
Streets were very much purged from the wretched 
Tribe of Night Walking Proſtitutes and moſt deteſtible 
Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with lewd Wo- 
men, have, by their being brought to timely Shame 
and Puniſhment, been diſcouraged and turned (xs 
we have Reaſon to hope) from following ſuch finful 


Courſes, which often cauſe them to defraud their Pa- 


rents, Maſters, &c. and bring themſelves to utter 
Ruin. Moreover, many Thouſands of Books have 
been diſperſed by thele Societies throughout the 
Kingdom, and put into the Hands of lewd and pro- 
fane Perſons, to awaken them to a Senſe of their 
Sins. By theſe various Methods, many Perſons have, 
by the bleſfing of GO p, been brought to a Senſe of 
their Sin and Danger; and tho? they have at firſt 
been exaſperated againſt the Inſtruments of awaken- 
ing them in their ſinful Courſes, yet have aft er- 
wards bleſſed GOD for their Recovery, and been 
heartily thankful to thoſe, who have been ſervices» 

dle to them therein TY 
Tuis Undertaking, begun by a very few Per- 

ſons, has mightiſy ſpread itſelf, not only in Great 


by the faid' Societies, has very much animated 
their Endeavours. They have likewiſe been en- 
couraged by ſeveral Royal Proclamations, * 
AT Fe Bs 


(63) 


of Seſſions, Preſentments of Grand- Juries in many 
Counties in England; by the Lord-Mayors and 
Gourt:of Aldermen of the City Londen; by many 
Sermons of the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and 
other eminent Divines, preached to the Societies, 

and; publiſhed throughout the Kingdom; 

and by the, Writings of other Learned Men ; 
as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a con- 
ſidetable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and the Honourable Judges of England and 
Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral Prote- 
ſtant Churches. | 5 

I muſt be confeſs'd, That Prophaneneſs and 

Debauchery do ſtill too much abound; yet it can- 
not be deny d, but that they are referm'd, in their 
various Branches, to a very remarkable Degree; 


from whence'”tis evident, that ſince this Work has 


had ſuch conſiderable Succeſs, notwithſtanding the 
many and great Difficulties it has ſtruggled 


with, much greater Advances might have been ex- 


pected, had there been a more general and hearty. 
Cancurrence of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, 
in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Concern. 
'THoss therefore that have a juſt Zeal for the 
Honour of Go and Religion, who deſire to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of the Leproſy of Sin; who are 


; unwilling to have their Children, and other Rela- 


tions, or their Friends and Servants, corrupted by 
ill Examples and wicked Allurements: Thoſe that 
ſincerely wiſh well to thoſe excellent and hopeful 
Nurſeries of Piety and good Manners, the CAA 
RITY-SCH?OOOTLSs; and would be heartily grieved 
to ſee the Chriſtian Inſtruction and pious Educati- 
on that Chrildren receive therein — Tod through 
prevaling open Jemptations to Wickedneſs, and a 
general Contempt ot Religion: Thoſe, laſtly, who 
have any due Love to their Country, and would. 
0 N | Prevent. 
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P event a National Guilt; and thereby keep off Na- 
nal Judgments; cannot poſſibly, one 25 think, 

due heartily approve-and a ſſiſt this uſeful: e 

for Suppreſſis g Prophaneneſs and eee 11 


N 8 whereas ſome have moſt maliciouſſy Inks 
nuated, That it is-not Reforypation ' which is in- 


tended; bat the- -gettiog of Money from the Delin- 
quents 3 and by fubh baſe and Vile Reports, have 


icpofet on ſome Well meaping People: lt is hereby 
declared te the World, That ſuch a Charge upon 


theſe Societies is abſolutely falſe. It eis allowed, 


that there have been ſome: baſe and wicked Per- 
ſons (not engaged, or in the leaſt concern'd in the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners) who have 
extorted Money from Offenders, and: ſometimes: 
from honeſt M Lu. But all. ſueh Practiees are ut- 
ter ly deteſted by theſe: Societies, (who, it is well 
known, have ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Per ſons, 
and? when -diſtover'd, have brought them to Pu- 
niſhment} nor do they know or believe, that any; 
engaged in- theſe Societies are. chargeable there- 
with. And to prevent, as much as is poſſible, all 
Sufpicton of a mercenary: Deſign or Principle in any 


that act in the Bufineſs of Reformation 3- the G . 


TIE MEN concern'd have all a long recommended 
it, and indeed inſiſted upon. it, wih. thoſe of the, 
Societies, who have given Imſermations a 
Vit and. Prophaneneſs, that they ſhould hover: ve 
ceieye any Part of the Penalty Which the Laws al- 


Iqws the former 3 6 and: it has not come co their 


Kytowledge, thatany one perſon of thoſe Societies 
have acted other wWiſe. However; 3f at any time 


hereafter it ' ſhould Happen, that any Perſon; or 


Per ſons f concern d in any of the Societies for pro- 

moting.Refor mation of Manners, ſſieuid be charge 

17 wit any of the evil Practices beforeinention'd," L 
as 36 9 OL; 


— TTY = 5 x 
9 > 
Z ** 9 — 


gainſt | 


—_— 
* 


(65) 8 

or even with taking the Reward which the Law 
allows them; it is humbly requeſted of all that are 
heartily concerned for the Intereſt of Religion, 
that they will give them Notice thereof. 


N. B. The perſons concerned in theſe Societies confine 


their Proſecutions to the Offences mention'd in this Account. 


Ap for the further Preventing any. Objections 
from thoſe who are too much diſpos'd to raiſe 
them, againſt this neceſſary Work of Reformation; 
that there is more Regard to the Puniſhment, than 


to the Converſion of prophane and vicious Perſons ; 


it may not be improper to acquaint the Wor:d, 
That in Conjunction with the other pious and pro- 
per Methods of Inſtruction, Ad monition, and 
Reproof, which are uſed by the Societies, to a- 
waken Men to a Senſe of their Sins, and Concern 
for their Souls, the Number of large Books, 
and leſſer Diſcourſes, that have been wrote by ſome 
of the Members of the Socictics for Reformation, 
or which they have procured to be wrate and pub- 
liſhed by others, and have given away at their own 
Charge, in this and other Kingdoms, for the Fur- 
thering of the Reformation ot this and other Na- 
tions, and the particular Converſion of ſuch Offen- 
ders as they have brought to Puniſhment for their 
crying Enormities, are calculated at above Four 

Hundred Thouſand. | 


The Number of Books given awayT | 
by the Societies. Leo, 009. 
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